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im.mi  COM^IITTEE. 


Tim  WHOLE  COUNCIL. 


Cha^lxiiiaji  s. 


H*  Fortune' Esq. 


STim  ..  OF  THE  DEPiHU:i4ENT. 

^ •ay--^a<r,  -mr'  ■<irTT:*>~i -'Or*! 


Medical  Officer  of  HealtH’and, 
Bavisional  Medical  Officer. 


..  M*  Huiit  er  ^  M* B  * E .  ^  M  ,D  ^  ^ 


Sanitary  Inspector. 


Clerk . 


¥.:•  mtchsll,  M.S*I.A. 
rtrs,  N*  Stevens. 


Divisional  Health  Office, 
19a,  High  Street, 
Skipton. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of-  the  ■ 

Health  Committee. 

Hto  Cha,irman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  infoi'mation, 
my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  195  5  ^  and  to  include  as  an  Appendix 
a  report  on  the  Local  Health  Authority's  services  in  the  West 
Riding  County  Council’s  No^  lo  Health  Division,  which  covers  the 
urban  districts  of 'Silsden,  Earby,  Barnoldswick  and  Skipton,  and 
the  Skipton  Rural  District. 

The  report  deals  mainly  with  envd.ronmental  hygiene 
which,  I  venture  to  suggest,  is  so  well  attended  to  in  this  country 
to~day  that  only  when  there  is  an  industrial  dispute,  or  a  disaster 
such  as  widespread  flooding  is  it  home  in  on  those  who  do  not  normally 
think  of  such  natters  that  good  sanitation,  a  supply  of  pure  water  and 
food  and  other  similar  natters  are  not  part  of  the  natural  order  of 
things.  Actually,  they  are  highly  art-ificial,  and  depend  on  continuous 
work  by  trained  staffs,  and  on  carefully  co-ordinated  administrative 
arrangements*.  The  Appendix  gives  some  account  of  activities  in  the 
field  of  social  medicine,  and  the  progress  which  is  being  made. 

These  activities  are  integrated  at  various  stages  and  levels  with 
those  of  your  own  department,  and  on  an  increasing  scale. 

I  am  again  indebted  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  his 
advice  and  support  dur.ing  the  year,  and  to  the  Chief  Officers  of  other 
departments  for  the  help  so  willingly  given. 


I  am, 

lours  faithfully, 

M,  HUNTER. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SECTIOH  A  -  STATISTICS  AI®  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

n  iii  igri’i  '  Wiijw  ■!■>  jUfi  i\it  r  — i^pwi 


Area  of  the  Urban  District  (acres) 

;  Estimated  population . 

4  «  • 

.  •  «  ... 

Population  at  1951  census 

... 

...  .  «  * 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

(estimated) 

... 

...  ... 

;  Rateable  Value  for  General  Rate 

... 

...  ... 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny 

Rate 

... 

...  ... 

BIBTHSs 

• 

Total: 

Males 

Female 

Lxve ,  legut uUnat e  ...  ...  * » o 

74 

31 

43 

lUegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ... 

4 

3 

1 

Totals 

78 

‘f  "iiiiwiBraiT 

34 

44 

St H,,*!., ,  leg3»t cXmat e  .«•  ...  «.« 

2 

•Ml 

2 

Ill n.eg3jtmiate  ...  ...  ...  ... 

4IMI. 

Totals 

2  ■ 

. . . 

Total  Births: 

80 

34 

46, 

7  >101 

5,400 

5,820 

1,931 

£31,067 

£119. 


BlfCTH  RATES 


ulpiulwo  M . 


Live  Births  (per  1,000  estimated  population)  ...  ...  ...  14,44 
Still  Births  (per  1,000  live  and  still  births)  «•«  •••  25.00 


DEATH  BATES  2 
(cmde) 
estimatea  poi 


All  causes 
Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  Systera 
Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
Respiratory  Diseases 
Cancer 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases 


...  •.•0  eo<<  .ao  •«.  »<>o  «oe  ...  a*. 

...  o*.  ... 

090  «0«  0«.  ...  •** 

..O  9.9  «ac  .09  .«•  «•»'..*  ... 

...  ...  ..o  0.'3  a.o  e«9  .*«  .«i9  0».'  ... 

•  »«  ao9  900  #0. 


11,4s 


Death  Bate  of  Infants  under  1  year 

of  ageo 


.74 

1.11 

5.18 


All  infants  (per  1,000  live  births) 


0  o  0  Oft. 


«*  ...  ... 


12 


I'lATERML  MORTALITY; 

Rates  per  1,000  total  (Live  and  Still)  Births 


«  »  o  .  «  . 


DEATffi: 

1 

*  «'»F1  » **  ^  ' ' 

G^use  of  Death. 

.  •  .  >  *» 

1 

r 

Disease 

^  /  <t  ■(  i-  '  j  .  . 

lialesr 

Females  5 

Totals 

■  • 

.  Tuberculosis'  Respiratory 

- 

Tuberctilbsls  Other 

- 

— 

Syphilitic  Diseases  | 

- 

— 

Diphtheria  j 

- 

— 

looping  Cough  .  j 

— 

— 

mm 

Meningococcal  Infection  ; 

mm 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

Measles' 

— 

mm 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm^  stomach 

1 

mm 

I 

o 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

2 

mm 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

mm 

mm 

I'&lignant  neoplasm,  uteius 

•KM 

3 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

2 

1 

Leukaemia,  aleulcaemia 

mm 

mm 

Diabetes 

1 

1 

2 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

3 

10 

Coronary  diseases,  angina 

8 

1 

10 

i  I 

l8 

' 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

!  1 

I  o 

2 

/ 

Other  heart  diseases 

n 

I  3 

D 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

2 

1 

i 

!  2 

Influenza 

mm 

Pneumonia  ’ 

1 

mm 

1 

Bronchj.tis 

1 

2 

3 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

- 

1 

- 

;  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  , 

1 

mm 

i 

1 

!  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

f 

} 

j  - 

1  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

-* 

1 

i  Hyperplasi of  prostate 

- 

\ 

j  •  '  mm 

J 

j  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

■  •  ,• 

i  V  ^  { 

i  “ 

1  Congenifai  malformations 

2 

1 

! 

1  3 

j  Other  defined  and  ilL-defined  diseases 

1 

i  2 

i  3  1 

j  All  other  accidents 

1 

1  1 

’  9  ! 

j  Suicide  .  - 

1  2 

} 

1  O  f 

1  Homicide  and  operations  of  War 

1 

1 

1  . 

1 

j 

i 

1  j 

i  ‘i 

1 

i  ... 

i  Totals: 

i 

•i 

1 

i 

i  32 

i  i 

:  62,  i 

'  i  •  ' 

;  < 

BIRTHS s 


mmmim  on  vit/il  statistics. 


After  adjustnent  for  lavard  ojid  outvard  trajisferafele  births 
a  net  total  of  7B  i/as  registered  during  the  year.  The  adjusted 
birth  ra,te  was  14*44  compared  with  15*45  the  previous  year^  aud 
15*0  for  England  and  Wales  a,s  a  whole. 

After  "adjustment  for  transfers  2  still-births  were 
registered  during  the  year^  giv.iig  a  rate  of  25*0  per  1,000 
live  and  still-births. 


The  raie  for  England  and  Wales  was  23*3., 


DE/^I^s 


After  correction  for  .inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths^ 
the  net  total  deaths  assigned  to  the  district  was  62,  a  decrease 
of  6  on  the  total  for  1954.  Tbe  adjusted  death  rate  was,  therefore, 
11,43  compared  with  12.36  for  1954*  The  rate  for  En^i^land  and  Wales 
was  11.7. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  in  order  of  importance  numerically 

were  2- 

(i)  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System. 

(ii)  Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System. 

(iii)  ialignant  neoplasms. 


imdITILE  MORTALITlb 


The  death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000 
live  births  was  12  compared  with  25  for  England  and  Wa.les,  and  with 
11  for  Silsden  in  1954* 

The  still-b:irbh  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-births  was 
25*0  wlaich,  although  comparing  'unfortunately  with  last  yearns 
unusual  return  when  there  were  no  stHl-b.irths  in  the  district,  is 
compamble  with  a  rate  of  23.1  for  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole. 

Tliree  deaths  were  attributed  to  congenital  ualfonnat ions,  the 
causes  of  which  are  still  largely  uiiloiown. 

MTERim  MORTALITI; 

There  were  no  deaths  attributable  to  pregnancy,  childb.irth 
or  abortion  d'uring  the  year. 


SECTION  B. 


PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  TI-IE  AREA  ■ 


1.  GErnHAL ; 

1 

The  horae  nursing j  raidwifery,  health  visiting,  home  help, 

.  mental  health  and  araljulance  service  s  are  provided  by  the 
County  Council  and  described  in  the  Appendix.  Reference  will 
also  be  found  there  to  clinic  a3:n*angements,  health  education, 
vaccination  oM  immunisation,  and  the  school  health  service. 

2.  LABQRATQRI  SERVICES; 

The  Public  Health  Labombory  at  Bradfoid  is  that  to  which 
most  of  the  specimens  of  water,  milk,  ice-cream  and  other  foods 
are  sent  for  examination.  It  is  also  used  for  pathological 
specimens,  which  can  be  sent  by  bus  in  cases  of  urgency.  -A'-'Veiy 
good  service  is  provided,  and  the  Director  is  always  available 
for  consultation* 

3.  HOSPITAL  SERVICES; 

* 

Although  hospital  management  committees  are,  as  their 
name  implies,  responsible  for  day  to  day  administration,  they 
are  in  most  respects  subordinate  to  the  Regional  Hospital  Boards 
of  which  there  are  fifteen  in  England  and  Wales.  Organisation 
is,  therefore,  no  longer  a  local  matter,  and  it  is  perhaps 
more  appropriate  to  give  details  on  an  area  rather  than  a 
district  basis.  So  far  as  this  part  of  Yorkshire  is  concerned, 
the  hospitals  admitting  the  majority  of  patients  are  shoyti  in 
the  table  below,  although  the  Leeds  and  Bradford  hospitals  still 
talce  their  quota.  '  . - . 

In  this  Division  the  births  in  maternity  units  cpmprise 
over  SO^  of  the  total  births  each  year,  compared  with  a  national 
average  of  64^,  and  a  liinistry  of  Health  recommendation  that 
hospital  provision  for  50%  of  births  is  sufficient.  Althorugh 
it  has  not  been  necessar^^^  to  refuse  an  application  for  several 
years,  sentimental  and  vested  interests  of  various  kinds  exert 
a  powerful  deterrent  influence  where  maternity  hospital  acconmodat- 
.  ion  appears  relatively  excessive,  ■  and  a  reduction  is  euggested. 
Nevertheless,  it  is  important  to  remember  that  one  maternity  bed 
less  will  release  enough  money  for  three  mental  hospital  beds, 
four  mental  deficiency  beds,  or  three  geriatic  (i.e.  old  people *s) 
beds.  Accommodation  in  these  categories  is  always  short  in  this 
area.  The  smaller  hospitals  continue  to  be  handicapped"  by  - 
difficulties  associated  with  the  availab.ility  of  nurses  and 
doctors.  This  is  particularly  unfortunate  for  the  Skipton 
Hospital  where  extensions  have  been  planned  but  the  scope  of  the 
work  is  decreasing. 


.■  -i  . . .  -» -  "■»■♦• 


I  situation  j 

i  ! 

>  1 

None 

Purpose  -5 

‘  { 

! 

Beds 

\ 

j  Burle^^-in- 
i  l^^larfedale 

Scalebor  Park 

? 

J 

.  :  ‘  t 

Mental  Illness  ■ 

323 

j  Burnley 

? 

Victoria  Hospital 

General  J 

1 

168 

i 

1  Burnley 

1 

General  ” 

n  ! 

656 

f 

j  Biirnley 

1 

f 

J 

j 

Marsden  ” 

infectious 

Diseases 

100 

1 

j  Burnley 

\ 

1 

k 

\ 

Banlc  HaU  Maternity 
Hospital 

1 

Maternity  ! 

1 

51 

!  Colne 

1 

Christiana  Hartley 

•^o-  1 

1 

16 

1  i 

i  Grasslngton 

i 

j 

: 

Grassinglon  Hospital 

Chest  Diseases  i 

( 

184 

j  Hkley 

Middleton 

1 

•^0«  j 

376 

}  XLkley 

1 

1 

St  e  Winifred  *  s 
Hospital 

Maternity 

12 

i 

1  Keighley 

Victoria  Hospital 

General 

143 

\ 

1  Keighley 

St*  John*s  ” 

Long  term  sick 

258 

1 

1 

f 

; 

Maternity 

34 

1  Keighley 

! 

Morton  Banks  ” 

infectious 

1 

Diseases 

1  72 

I  Menston 

I 

Menston  Hospital 

Mental  Illness 

2,540 

1 

(  Skipton 

General  ” 

General 

64 

)  Skipton 

Raikeswood 

Long  term  sick 

182 

S  Skipton 

Cauder  Ghyll  " 

Maternity 

18 

!  Settle 

1 

j  Castleberg  ” 

i 

f 

i 

Mental 

1  Deficiency 

} 

1  169 

J 

i 

4.  BLPnID  persons. 


•  \ 


’  The  ^atutory  deflaltioji  for  the  piirposee  of 

registration  as  a.  blind  person,  under  the  I'fetio.ncfl  Assistance 
Act,  194s,' is. that  the  person  is  ”so  blind  as  to  be  unable 
to  perform  any  work  for  which  eyesight  is  required*' »  ^Such 
persons,  ,;if  aged  forty  or  over,  can  ela.im  a  non-contributor^^ 
old  age  pension. 

Persons  who  are  not  blind  within  the  meaning  of  tliis 
Act  but  are  nevertheless  substantiaULy  and  permanently 
:  .  handicapped  by  defective  vision  may  be  classified  a.s 

paittally  sighted  and  cone  within  the  scope  of  the  welfare 
services  which  the  local  authority  are  empowered  to  provide 
for  bLind  persons,  but  are  not  eligible  for  the  speciad. 
pension.  There  are  8  blind  persons  in  the  district .  The 
Blind  Persons  Teacher  exercises  supervision  and  helps  with 
the.ir  problems,  and  specialist  examinations  are  carried  out 
periodically  by  an  ophtlialmologist . 

5 .  WATER  SUPPLIES : 

Mr.  Wade,  The  Surveyor  and  Water  Engineer  has  kindly 
supplied  the  follovring  .iniori-iationj- 

(a)  The  source  of  supply;"  and  methods  of  tieatment  are  as 
given  ,in  previous  reports. 

(b)  In  consequence  of  the  exceptionally  dry  su-imer  it  v/as 
necessary  to  put  .into  operation  restrictions  In  the  use  of 
waler  for  all  purposes.  Although  the  outflow  from  the  Silsden 
reservoir  wa.s  considerably  restricted  and  more  water  purcha-sed 
from  the  Bradford  conduit  supply,  the  S.ilsden  supply  becajme 
almost  e:>diausted. 

It  was  finally  necessary  to  close  down  this  supply, 
and  purchase  the  whole  of  the  wa.ter  required  from  Bradford 
^  Corporation's  conduit  supply  for  a  period  until  the  end  of 
the  drought,  when  it  was  then  possible  to  revert  to  the 
Gofuncil*s  own  supply. 

(c)  With  regard  to  quality,  the  following  samples  of  the  raw 
and  treated  wafer  have  been  submitted  periodically  for 
bacteriological  elimination  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratories 
in  Bradford. 


Saorples  Submitted  s 


RegyO-tss 


6  raw  water  before  treatnent 


2  -  satisfactory^ 

4  -  imsatisfactoryi" 


10  -  after  treatment  and 
chJ^oriiaat  ion 


10  -  satisfactoi^r 


Three  samples  were  submitted  for  chenical  analysis 
during  the  year^  the  reports  on  which  showed  the  \^^ate^  to  be  of 
.good  organic ,  purity. 

( d )  Plumbo-^S  olve  ncy  s 

Four  samples  of  water  were  subiuitted  to  the  Comity 
liedicaJ-  Officer  for  examination  for  plumbo^ solvent  action, 
the  reports  on  which  showed  the  lead  content  as  follows 


4  -  nil 

(e)  The  number  of  dwelling  houses  now  being  supjDlied 

from  the  toim^s  water  mains  iss- 


(a)  d.irect  to  the  houses  -  1,870 

(b)  by  means"'  of  standpipes  —  hone 

The  population  being  supplied  is  approximately  5^500* 

The  outlying  parts  of  the  district  consisting 
chiefly  of  farm  properties  and  including ' the  haailets  of 
Brunt hwaite  and  ,Swartha>  are  not  supplied  from  the  town*s 
mains,  but  have  their  own  piped  supplies# 

(^)  Extension  of  Water  ifeins. 

No  extension  of  mains  ham  been  necessary 

during  the  year# 


( g)  Renewa3..Qf  Water  ffeiiis# 


No  renewal  of  water  mains  has  been  carried  out 
during  the  year. 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTIOIh. 

The  nea-^ireueiit  of  atno spheric  pollution  is 
undertalcen  by  the  County  Ccamc.il  in  conjunction  with  the 
DepaDrbnent  'cf “Scientific  and.  Industrial  Research^  and  three 
types  of  instrunent  are  located  at  the  Divisional  Health 
Off  ice,  The  deposit  gauge  neasures  the  anoimt  of  deposited 
matter  polluting  the  atmosphere,  the  lea,d  peroxide  instruiaont 
the  axioimt  of  sulphuir  (SO^)  pollution,  and  the  smoke  filter 
the.  amount  of  suspended  impurity. 

The  resifits  of  analyses  with  these  instruments 
are  shown  in  the  following  tables-- 


Month 


Januaiy 

February 

pjarch 

April 

fey 

June 

July 

August 

Scptenbe] 

October 

November 

December 


Ra.infall 
in  mm. 


70 

52 
59 
49 
79 
62 
22 
37 
65 
79 

53 
74 


^  Total  Solids  ^ 
i  deposited  I 
j  in  tons  per  ^ 
sq-  n.ile  | 


17,99 

10.04 

15.10 

15.3 

14.6 

30.3 
6*6 

17.2 

l6.o 

16.4 

12.1  .. 

26.2 


Sulphur 
,in  mgms. 
(SOQ)per 
100-^  sq. 
cms.  per 


0.95 

0.59 

0.9 
0.6 
0.6 
0.6 
0.25 
0.25 
0.6 
0.6 
2.1 
1.1  . 


Average  daily 
I  suspended  imp- 
iurity  in  mgms. 
{per  cubic 
i  metre 


])1 


e 


33 

25 

29 

No.figs.a.vail 

30 

26 
26 
26 
30 
39 
39 

No . f igs • available 


In  the  Annual  Report  for  1954  reference  was  made  to 
the  Beaver  Cotiimittee  Report  and  this  year  a  Clean  ilir  Bill 
has  been  introduced  into  the  House  of  Comr.ions  vrhich  gives 
effect  to  its  ma.in  recommendations.  These  are,  briefly s- 

(1)  To  prohibit  the  emission  of  dark  smoke  from  chiameys, 
railway  engines,  and  vessels,  subject  to  certain 
quaJLif  icat  ions, 

(2)  To  prohibit  the  installation  of  new  industrial  fuivnces 
unless  operated  without  emitting  smoke. 

(3)  To  requ..iro  tliat  the  emission  of  grit  and  dust  shall  be 
minimised,  and  that  new  .industrial  furnaces  burning 
pulverised  fuel  or  large  quantities  of  other  solid  fuel 
shall  be  provided  with  grit^^arre sting  equipment. 


(4)  To  eiipower  local  authorities  by  order ^  subject  to  confirnation 
by  the  iimister  concerned^  to  declare  ”snoke  control  areals**  in 
which  the  eiiission  of  snoke  fi^n  chianeys  will  constitute  an 
offence. 

The  Bill  has^  :in  general  p.  been  welooiied;,  and  it 
shows,  that  -public  opinion  is  roused  against  the  haru  done  by 
atmospheric  x^<^llution  to  human  heal-th  a.nd  comfort* 

7.  FOOD  HYGIEhE; 


The  latest  available  figures  show  that  there  wa.s  a  further 
increase  in  food  poisoning  in  England  auid  dales  in  1954^  tk© 
incidents  (i.e.  outbresjcs  and  .sporadic  cases)  rising  by  739  to 
6,0l6o  As  an  outbrealc  may  consist  of  any  number  of  cases  from 
two  upw8j:ds,  many  thousands  of  people  were  affected  of  whom  34  . 
are  reported  to  have  died* 

It  was  not  always  possible  to  discover  the  cause  of  the 
poisoning,  but  where  investigations  were  successful  tliree  types 
of  bacteria  or  germ  were  frequently  incriminated.  Staphylococci 
are  conveyed  to  food  from  the  cuts  .and  sores  of  food  handlers,  and 
their  transmission  to  food  such  as  ham  and  tongue,  boiled  bacon, 
pressed  meat  and  brawn,  could  be  prevented  by  a  modified  touch*’ 
technique  .in  handling  these  potentially  dangerous  products* 
Clostridun  .welclnii  find  the cir  •way  into  meat  dishes  fi*om  the  unclean 
hands  of  cooks,  rarely  from  the  gut  of  animals  killed  for  food. 
Gutting  out  the  cook.ing  of  meat  and  grayy^  ,in  bullc  the  da;r  before 
it  is  eaten,  and  avoiding  the  reheating  of  meat  dishes  wpuld 
largely  eliminate  the  risk  from  these  gems#  The  Salmon^Uae 
ge372':n  of  which  there  is  a,  large  variety,  are  most  frequently  found 
in  family  outbreaks  and  sporauiic  cases,  indicating  the  rble.Qf  the 
human  carrier  and  the  .importance  of  personal  hygiene*  The  mass 
of  disease  which  results^  a^nd  much  goes  unreported,  is  entirely 
preventable.  Our  standards  are  too  low,  and  far  too  loany  handlers 
of  food  have  deplorable  standards  of  hygiene,  oonb.ining  dirty  habits 
with  an  attitude  of  iidifference* 


New  powers  designed  to  secure  higher  staiidards,  are 
contained  in  the  recently  pulolished  ’’Food  Hygiene  Regulations,-  1955^’ 
most  of  which  are  operative  from  1st  Januar^r^  1956.  Althoiigh  • 
designed  to  strengthen  the  hounds  of  local  authorit.ies,  the  public 
can  play  an  .important  part  in  ratsing  these  standards  by  refusing 
food  which  they  have  the  leant  doubt  about. 


8.  National  assistance  acts;  .  .  , 

These  Acts  provide  for  the  removal  to  liospital  or  other- 
suitable  place,  of  persons  s'uffering., from  grave  chronic  diseane, 
or  being  aged,  .infirm,  or  physically  handicapped  are  living  in 
insanitary  conditions,  be,ing  unable  to  devote  to  themselves,  and 
are  not  receiving  from  other  persons  proper  care  and  attention. 


/continued 

Under  the  f.irst  Act  application  for  renoval  is  nade  to  a 
l^gistroute  *  s  Court  ^  imder  the  second  an  order  can  be  riade  by 
a  local  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  is  used  .in  copses  of  urgency* 
However,  it  is  only  a.s  a  last  resource  thal  these  powers  G,re 
used,  where  there  is  conplete  la.ck  of  hone  care,  and  where 
the  individual  refuses  to  go  to  Hospital  or  Part  111  Acconniodat*- 
ion,  desTjite  every  effort  being  nude  to  persuade  then  or 
otherwise  provide  for  then*  It  was  not  necessary  to  invoke 
these  powers  .in  the  district  during  the  year* 


SECTION  C. 

itT  ijr  -ncnMM  jmuBa 


PHEVALENCE  OF  A1>D  COiTlTtOL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISSilSE. 


1.  DIPIffHERIAg  . 


No  case  has  been  not.ified  within  the  district  for  several 
years,  and.  although  the  percentage  of  children  .lixiTmised  aga.inst 
this  disea,se  is  higher  than  the  Nat  ional  average  there  is  st.ill 
roon  for  inprovenent.  Further  reference  to  tlnis  natter  is  nade 
in  Section.  10  of  the  Appendix. 

.  *  t  ‘  1 

2*  SCARLET  YMm: 

During  the  present  century, ^  the  power  of  this  infection 
has  greatly  deol:ined,  and  it  is  now  a  nUd  disease.  Conplications 
are  rare,  and.  wliere  conditions  are  satisfactory  the  nursing  of 
cases  at  hone  is  encouraged.  11  cases  were  notified  conpared  with 
4S,  16  and  19  in  the  three  preced.ing  year's.  •  ^ 

3*  W-IQQPING-  COUGH g 

3  cases  were  notified  conpared  with  1,  3,  102,.  33  and  0$ 

;in  the  five  preceding  years*  Other  cases  i-my  xiell  have.i. occurred 
but  escaped  notification  beca,use  of  their  n.ild  nature.  This 
sonetines  occurs  in  children  who  have  been  irrmiiised  against  the 
disea-se,  which  ha,s  resulted  in  a  considerable  degree  of  innunity, 
but  stopping  short  of  conplete  protection.  Better  social  and 
domestic  conditions,  the  sr.mller  size  of  families,  inherited 
resistance,  and  diet  are  no  doubt  other  factors  contribut.ing  to.^ 
this  i-iprovenent .  . -.v  .  : 

4*  I'^ASIES : 


The  ebb  and  flow  of  infections  is  also  well^  illustrated  ... 
by  tlis  disease,  which,  unt.il  1933,  was  the  nost  deadly  of  the 
comon  infections  of  childhood.  Deaihs  are  now  e^cbrenely  rare, 
and  complications  .infrequent.  As  there  were  only  2  notifications 
in  1954  and  lU  in  1953,  a  nuch  higher  iiddence  coLq)arable  to  the 
figures  for  1952  (iSl)  and  1951  (^6)  was  to  be  e^q^ected  in  1955  • 

In  fact,.  173  notifications  were  received,  Silsden  contributing  its 
share  to  the  large  outbrealc  .in  the  Division. 


5.  POLIQ^fiELJIIS^  -  ,  ;  ,■ 

1/fat^  paral^^ic  case  occurred  In  the  district^  and 
there  were  five  other  cases  in  the  Division.  The  fear  of 
this  disease  is  understandable,  but  in  assessing  the  dangers 
it  should  be  renenbered  thei  of  all  chilclrnn  under,  fifteen 
years  alnost  hedf  as  iiany  aga.in  die  fron  accidents  as  fron 
all  "the  .infective  diseases . 

6/  TUBERCULOSIS;  ' 

In  the  Report  of  the  iiinistry  of  Health  for  1954  it 
is  stated  that  during  that  year  the  desihs  fron  tuberculosis 
fell ^ to  7;,B97^  being  a  reduction  of  11  per  cent  on  the 
previous  year,  Fresh  notifications  were  also  reduced  to 
42,34^;  a  reduction  of  9  per  cent.  .'Uhilst  this  nay  be 
reg^ded  with  sone  satisfaction,  it  should  be  renenbered,  tliat 
for  each  death  .there,  are  thirty  tuberculous  patients  .in  the 
country  srouixl  us,  their  total  nunber  being  adoout  a  quarter 
of  a.  nillion,  A  najority  of  these  patients  are  not  .infectious, 
but  the  huge  total- does  conta.in  a' pool  of  infection  over 
which  control  is  at  present  ioaxlequaie .  It  is  fron  this 
pool  that  so  i-iany  young  people  contract  .infection  and  perhaps 
franlc .  disease  when  they  lea.ve  the  sheltered  environnent  of 
hone  ,  and  school  for  industry^  and  they  are  aflso,  al  risk  fron 
the  not  inconsiderable  nunber  of  infectious  canes  in  the 
comunity  which  hai^ve  been  neither  dia.gnosed,  notified,  nor 
treated.  Little  wonder  thal  tubereulbsis  is  stiH  the 
principal  cause  of  prolong^ed  incapapacity  and.  death  in  the 

а. ge  rgroups  between  20  and  40?  end  that  tlae  incidence  in  the 
lowest  social  class  renains  twice  as  high  as  it  is  in  the 
liighest  social  class. 

Obviously,  the  problen  of  tuberculosis  is  far  fron 
being  solved  despite  all  we  know  about  its  prevention,  about 
the  detect,ion-  of  new  cases,  and  the  possession  of  new  dfugs 
which  have  revolutionised  treatnent.  Although  there  are 
grounds  for  opt hiisn  with  a  dea.th  rate  now  falling  each 
year  .it  should  not  be  forgotten  that  Medicine  is  not,  and 
never  will  be,  an  e:cant  science,  and  in  tuberculosis  there 
is  always  the  danger  of  rela.pse.  Cure  cannot,  therefore,  be 
guaranteed. 

In  so  far  as  this  district  is  concerned  7  cases  of 
tubercrlosis  i^eTe  not:if  ied  dur,ing  the  year  conpared  with 

б,  o  and  7  in  the  tlre'e  preced.ing  years. 


6  patients  were  admitted  to  tuberculosis  ho-spltals  during  the 
year^  and  6  were  discharged.  43  cases  renaiied  on  the  register 
at  the  end  of  the  yea,r.  Fortunately,  adnlssion  to  these 
hospitals  can  now  be  secured  as  soon  as  treatnent  Is  recomeMed 
and  accepted. 

Tuber culii  Testiy; 

The  arrangenents  for  giving  a  tuberculin  test  to  all 
school  entrants  (subject  of  course  to  parentei__  which 

were  inaugurated  last  yeex  have  been  contlrued;  and  this 
procedure  has  a-lso  been  used  at  certain  child  ^^^elfare  clinics 
where  ^MD:irbhday  exa:ninations‘' '  are  given.  Ali' these  young 
children  should  be  tuberculin  negative,  indicating  that  they 
have  not  been  infected  with  the  gems  of  tuberculosis,  ulnere 
a  positive  test  results  search  is  made  amongst,  the  family 
and  other  close  contacts  for  the  source  of  infection,  for  these 
contacts  are  rarely  nunerous,  and  by  this;- procedure,  hitherto 
.unlonown  cases  of  tuberculosis  have  .'been  discovered.  In  one 
family  such  a  child  was  found,  active  disease  discovered  in 
his  mother,  and  healed  disease  in  the  aunt  and  grandfa.ther. 

We  are  particularly  indebted  to  the  Chest  Physician,  Dr.  W.D. 
rhuilton,  for  X-ray  and  e^camination  of  these  contacts.  The 
part  he  plays  in  integrating  the  hospital  and  local  health 
authority  services  is  noteworthy,  for  we  have  frequent 
discussions,  he  attends  our  case  conferences  ever;^^  month,  and 
the  health  visitors  tal^e  duty  in  rotation  as  his  clinic  nurses. 

fess  Miniature  Radiography; 

There  are  now  69  units  operating  in  this  count r^?- 
at  e.  cost  of  some  £500,000  per  annum.  The  nunber  of  cases 
of  active  tuberculosis  found  by  these  units  averages  between 
two  and  three  per  thousand  persons  examined.  Unfortunately, 
the  numbers  presenting  themselves  for  examination  are  usually 
only  ii  the  region  of  30  to  40  per  cent  of  the  population. 

£0  that  in  the  majority  of  surveys,  although  cases  of  active 
tuberculosis  are  found,  and  offered  treatment,  a  larger  number 
of  active  cases  do  not  attend  and  continue  on  their  way 
spreading  the  disease,  for  probably  half  of  these  uiletected 
cases  will  have  a  jjos.itive  sputum.  The.ir  numbers  may  even  be 
higher,  for  it  is  well  recognised  that  when  surveys  are  done 
on  a  voluntary  ba.sis  those  who  have  tuberculosis  tend  to  be 
less  w.illing  to  come  forv/ard  for  ]i-ray.  ifeiny  suggestions 
have  been  made  as  to  how  this  response  of  30  per  cent  to  40 
per  cent  could  be  raised  to  70  per  cent  or  more.  Oonpiilsion 
is  the  most  obvious,  and  is  operated  in  certain  countries, 
but  it  would  bring  many  objections  here,  and  encouragement 
along  with  the  enlightened  einmple  of  many  .Irdaistrial  firms 
and.  services  seen  to  offer  the  best  hope  of  clianging  public 
opinion. 


A  unit  of  the  Leeds  Regional  HospiteJL  BocJ:*d  visited 
the  Pivisioii  dizr^lrtg  the  year^  ajid  h  brief  repoii  of  the 
findings  is  as  follows 
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, . i 

'1 
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1? 

B  B  G » G «  inat  ion ; 


This  for:.i  of  inoculation  produces  in  the  human  body 
an  art . if ic .tally  acquired  resistance  to  subsequent  infection 
with  the  tuberculosis  gems*  The  duration  sjad.  strength  of 
this  resisteaice  are  at  present  unknown,  but  it  is  now  accepted 
throughout  the  World  that  DiC*G.  does  reduce  the  rislc  of 
contracting  tuberculosis*  '  it  is,  therefoie,  given  by  the 
Chest  Physician  to  children  who  are  particularly  at  risk, 
and- these  nay  include-' ne\iy  born  ciiildren*  And  it  is  given 
by  the  School  iledical- Officers  to  those  thirteen  year  old 
children  who  show,  by  means  of  a,  negative  tuber cul:in  test, 
that  they  have  not  previously  acquired  the  infection  and 
are-  an  especial  risk  during  aiole Sconce.  Details  of  this 
schene  are  given  in  the  Appendix  to  this  Report,  in  the 
Sectioji  dealing  with  the  School  “Health  Service* 

7.  FBEUMONXAg 


37  cases  were  notified  conpared  with  41^  33  end  55 
in  the  preceding  years. 

8*  OTHER  DISEASES; 

There  were  no  not  .if  ic  at  ions  of  erysipelas, 
puei*poraH.  pyrexia,  dysentery  or  food  poisoning. 
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SAHITAi^I  CIRGUMSTMCES  OF  THE 
RIVMS  Jm  STREAlB  s 

Two  causes  of  pollution  of  streaxivS  have  been 
investigated  dior.ing  the  year^  and  in  both  cases  it  was  found 
that  .the  trouble  orig.inated  fron  nisuso  of  surfa,ce  water 
drainage .  In  one  case  pollution  caused  by  slaughterhouse 
refuse  wa.s  found  to  be  guin:ing  access  to  a.  ;strea.n  when  the 
owner  of  the  preiaises  cajrried  out  the  cleansing  of  yard 
adjoining  the  slaughterhouse  after  the  coni^lption  of  slaughter¬ 
ing.  In  the  second  case  the  pollution  resulted  fron  spent 
liguox*  ,fron  o^jy-acetel^me  generat.lng  equipment ;  being  discharged 
.into  a  .  convenient  surfa,ce  v/aler  gully. 

The  exceptionally  dry  sui'-iner  resulted  in  very  low- 
flows  in  all  strea-ns  tliroughout  the  district^  and  sone 
conplaints  were  received  of  accumulations  of  debris  giving  rise 
to  nuisances.  It  seems  a  great  pity  that  some  people  should 
coniime  to  rega.rd  tlie  courses  of  streams  as  suitable  -dunping 
grounds  for  all  t^Tpes  of  discarded  household  equipment, 

SWif lEhG  BATHS  g 

There  are  no  public  or  privately  owned  swixiing 
balhs  situated  within  the  district. 

DRAmGE,  SEvJSRAGE.  AID  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL; 

A  substantial  new  sewera^ge  scheme  was -carried  out  in 
the  Slcipton  Road  area  to  provide  connections  for  new  develop-, 
ment  in  this  su'ea.  The  scheme  also  permitted  the  connection 
of  two  exist itig  houses  formerly  using  septic  tanlcs  and  f,ilters, 
A  further  extension  was  also  plajmed  to  connect  two  existing 
houses  "’'to  the  sewero^ge^  system  where  septic  tanlcs  were  in  use^ 

‘  but  unfortunately^  this,  section,  of  the  work  wp.s  not  coimpleted 
by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Hew  development  in  the  Bolton  Road  a.rea  resulted  ii. 
the  laying  of  a.  6”  sewer  to.  the  East  side  of  Bolton  Road  which, 
will  materially  assist  :Ln'.  the  future  development  of  this  area, 

rlmerous  niaor  rep a.lrs  were  carried  out  to  the  „ 
sewerage  system  through  the  town,  but  none  of  these  works  was 
of  a,  serious  nature, 

A  new  surface  water  dra:in  was  laid  on  the  Gloucester 
Avenue  section  of  the  Gounc.il ’s  Dradisliaw  Road  Housiig  Estate, 
in  order  to  deal  with  land  dra.iru?.ge  which  was  giving  rise  to  a 
.  nuisance  in  several  houses . 


The  Gaunc.ll*s  sewn.ge  disposaJ.  m)rks  are  situated 
at  Keighley  Roaxl,  S^Hsclen^  treatnent  is  by  nea-jas  of  screening 
detritus  tanics.,  flow  sedimentation  taifcs,  percolating  f  ilters 
a.nd  hums  tajilcs* 

The  average  da,.ily  dr}^  weather  flow  for  the  year  was 
29^,340  gallon s.  Filter  capacity  is  only  available  for  some 
200^000.  gallons  daily^  the  rey.iaiider  of  the  effluent  is 
treated  on  .specially  prepa.red  bed.s  on  the  surface  of  an 
adjoining  ashes  tip  or  by  lagoouiig  on  larnd  beds. 

The  plant  ha,s  been  kept  in  full  operation  through¬ 
out  the  yea.r^  but  no  iipr ovenent  s  of  a.  najor  character  are 
contemplated  until  a  fiial  decision  regarding  the  proposed 
trunly.sewer  schene  is  taken. 

The  schene  referred  to  is  a  proxjosal  to  construct  a 
new  sewer  following  the  course  of  the  River -Aire  to  talce  all 
sewa.ge  from  the  South  Craven  parishes  of  the  Skipton  Rural 
District 5  together,  with  the!  from  Silsden  Urban  District  Council 
to  the  disposal  plant  of  the  Keigliey  iknicipal  Borough,  Certain 
preli-iinary  work  is  being  carried  out  by  the  Counail-*s  Consulting 
Engineer  in  connection  with  tine  subLlssion  of  the  scheme  to  the 
i-iinistry  of  Housing  and  Local  Goverunent. 

During  the  year  samples  of  sewG.ge  from  this  Council’s 
works  were  taien  for  e:nxiinalion  by.  officials  of  the  IleigHey 
Corporation  in  order  to  ascertain  its  strength  for  treatment 
purposes*  It  is  understood  that  the  suggested  charges  for 
treatnent  are  to  be  based  on  the  information  result.ing  from 
these  tests. 

E^q^eriments  were  carried  out  with  the  nechamnical 
handl,iig  of  sludge  during  the  bi-amnnual  cleans.ing  of  the  f.ilters. 
A  high-lift  shovel  fitted  to  a  wheeled  tra.ctor  was  employed 
together  with  two  5  ton  lorries*  The  work  was  carried  out  in 
a  thii  of  the  tine  usually  t alien  to  do  the  work  by  ha.nd^  but 
the  costs  were  found  to  be  considerably  higher.  In  addition, 
it  was  found, to  be  somewhai  d:ifficult  to  adjust  the  shovel  to 
lift  out  sludge  only,  with  the  result  thal  a  sub  start  ial  quanntity 
of  ash  was  removed  from  the  beds,  all  of  which  had  to  be  replaced* 
After  the.  work  war  completed  it  was  feajned  thal  the  compaction 
of  the  vehicle  Inal  impaired  the  filtering  al.iLity  of  the  beds, 
but  once  the  beds  had  been  brought  iito  use  these  fears  were 
found  to  be  groundless. 


\ -  Very  da^m-g-e  m'S  done  to  the  boiindar^r 

wall  of  the  sewage  works  , when  the-  strea::i  overflowed  its  banlcs 
dur^lng  a  period,  of  3?lood- -.mxlerni^^  wall  foundations  to 

a  distance  of  30  ya^rds.  The  daiaage  occurred  at  a  poiat  where 
there  is  a  l^end  .in  the  strean  and  constant  erosion  over  a  period 
of  years  had  noved  the  bed  of  the  streai:!  nearer  to  the  boundary 
wall  of  the  works.  The  repairs  were  csnried  out  by  the  works* 
staff  when  the  daj-ia.ged  wadi  was  set  bank  on  a  nev/  line  to  give 
better  protection  to  the  foundations,  ft  the  same  tine  the  bed 
of  the  streajn  was  cleaned  out  and.  an  attenpt  ..made  to  divert,  the 
water  back  to  its  original  course*  S^ince  the  work  was  completed 
further  flooding  1ms  occurred^  and  it  would  appea.r  that  the 
protection  given  to  the  wall  foundation  is  proving  adequate* 

i 


SAhITARI  COla/ENIENGES  AID  RBIFUSE  ACCOMODATION 


Number  of  water  closets  in  premises  including 

houses ;  •««••...«  2,246 

Number  of  waste  water  closets  . .  324 

Number  of  pail  or  tub  closets  . .  11 

Number  of  privies  at  farms  where  no  sewer  andy"^ or 

wafer  supply  is  available  ......  60 


The  following  improvements  were  carried  out 
dur.ing  the  year  under  the  supervision  of  this  ihithoritys- 

64  N,G*s  were  provided  in  new  houses. 

2  additional  ¥.Cis  were  proviied  in  existing  houses. 

26  wa.ste  water  closets  were  reconstiucted  SwS  ¥.G*s. 


During  the  year  an  after-qf  made  to 
obtain  a-  more  an  curate  assessment  of  the  immber  of  closets  within 
the  district, and  these  revised  figures  are  based  on  this  assessment. 

The  maic.iag  of  housing  improvement  grants  by 
this  Authority  han  greatly  increased  the  conversion  rate  of  waste 
water  closets  to  wfer  closets*  Most  of  the  work  for  which 
a.pplication  for  gi^Jits  are  made  is  Xn  respect  of  the  provision  of 
bathrooms  and  W*G*s  where  no  such  amenity  existed  previously. 

In  most  oases  the  exist.ing  waste  water  closet  has  either  to  be 
converted  or  dismantled  to  permit  the  alterations  to  proceed* 


A  further  letter  was  sent  to  all  owners  of 
property  where  ash  pitvS  were  st,iLl  in  use  requesting  the  provision 
of  suitable  bins.  Some  improvement  resulted  from  this  action, 
but  a  few  o.sh  pits  are  still  in  use,  these  are  usually  of  the  . 
cornmnal  type,  and  are  subject  to  gross  misuse*  Every  effort'' 
w.ill  be  Ucade  in  the  future  to  discour8.ge  the  use  of  ash  pits, 
for  these  structures  are  not  only  highly  insanitary,  but  cause 
serious  delays  in.  the  refuse  collection  service. 


SANIIARI  GBlCUi-jBTMGES  OF  THE  iU-lSA. 


SiyTT-iary  of  visits  during  the  Year* 


Water  Supply  IB 

Drainage  and  Dra.ln  test.ing  192 

Stables  and  Piggeries,  12 

Offensive  trades  (l  only  -  F.eHnonger)  B 

Hostel  (Hovjden  Hall)  1 

Tents^  Vans 5  Sheds  13 

Factories  with  power  29 

Factories  without  power  6  35 

Outworkers  prenises  3 

BaJiehouses  U 

Public  Coveniences  ..  A3 

Cineuas  1 

Refuse  Collection  203 

ReFuse  DivSposaH.  43 

Rats  and  i'iice  Destruction  Act  Il6 

Snoke  observations  3 

Schools  11 

Shops  *  41 

Hiscellojieaus  Sahltc.ry  Visits  71 

Sewage  Works  '  63 

Building  Licensing 

Visits  to  new  bu.ildings  uiader  erection  552 

Council  and  Coimittee  and  Sub-Corxiittee  ueetings  '  .  59 


HOUSING .  raSPECTION 
PUBLIC  IIEALTH  ACT; 


No.  of  houses  .inspected  60 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses  Bl 

HOUSINCt  ACT; 

No.  of  houses  inspected  119 

Visits  po.id  to  above  houses  131 

Overcrowd:ing  .  ^  63 

Verrainous  prenises 

No.  of  houses  .inspected  10 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses  17 

Infectious  Disease  enquiries  and  dis.inf ection  14 

iiiscella.neous  housing  visits  including  council 

house  repairs  • .  544 

MEAT  Ai-ID  FOOD  INSPECTION: 

••r , ' 

Visits  to  slaughterhouses  .  179 

Visits  to  shoTjs  and.  stalls  (unsound  food)  23 

Visits  to  Butchers  shops  6l 


Fishnongeisand  Greengrocers 

12 

Da^iries  and  Millc shops 

. 

17 

Ice-Crean  prei:iises 

31 

Pv-estaixrant  kitchens 

6 

Street  hawkers  and  Vendors  Ga.rts 

2 

Public  Houses 

2 

.  Samples 

Ice-Crean 

15 

Iced  Lollies 

4 

Millr 

14 

Water 

6 

Notices  served  and  conplled  with ♦ 


Public  Health  Acts 
Housing  Acts 
Factory  Acts 
Food  and  Drugs  Act 
Shops  Act 

Rswts  and  IHice  Destruction 
and  Prevention  of  Da^mge 
by  Pests  Act- 

HOUSING; 


Notices  Served, 


Infernal;  Foaxial; 


91 

33 

3 

4 


7 

4 


Notices  Conpl ,ied.  with . 
Infornal:  Formal: 


43 

29 

3 

4 


5 

2 


1.  STM'ISTIGS. 

Nunber  of  dwelling  houses  in  the  District; 


1,931 


fcaber  of  back-to-back  houses  .in  above: 


108 


1*  Inspection ■  of  dwelling  houbes  during  year; 

(l)  (a)  Total  nunber  of  dx'/elling  houses 
inspected  for  hous-ing  defects 
(under  Public  Hecilth  or  Housing 


iict  s) 

179 

(b) 

Nunber  of  inspections  node  for 

the  piiriDose; 

212 

(a) 

fc.iber  of  dwelling  houses  (.uic3,* 
under  sub-head  (1)  above) ^  which 

were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulat¬ 

ions; 

73 

(b) 

Nudoer  of  inspections  node  for  the 

purjiose ; 

73 

(3)  I'tober  of  dx7ell.ixLg  houses  need.lng  action; 

(a)  Nunber  considered  to  be  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 
as  to  be  unfit  for  hunsn  habita.tlon: 

(b)  Nuiaber  (excl. those  in  sub-head  (3) 

(a)  above),  found  not  to  be  in  eJJ- 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  huaE'ji 

habitation ; 

2*  Renedy  of  defects  during  the  yea.r  without 

Service  of  fonoal  notices. 


Nuaber  of  defective  dwelling  houses 
rendered  f  it  in  consequence  of 
infdrnal  action  by  the  Loccl  Authority 
or  their  officers » 


3*  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  dur.Lng  the  year. 

A*  Proceedings  under  Sections  9^  1^  and  16^ 

Housing  Act,  1936:-. 

(1)  Humber  of  dv/eUing  houses  ii  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requir.ing 

repairs:  .3 

(2)  Nunber  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  , 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  fon.ial 
notices; 

(a<)  By  owners  3 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  defatilt  of 

owners:  liil 


B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts, 

(1)  Nunber  of  dv/elling  houses  in.  respect 

of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  renedied  17 

(2)  Nu-iber  of  dwelling  houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 
forr.ial  notices:-^ 

(a)  By  owners  14 

(b)  By  Local  authority  in  default  of  Nil 

owners; 


C*  Proceedings  iinder  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Actj  1936, 

(1)  Nuiiber  of  representations,  etc.  nade  in 

respect  of  dwelling  houses  urfit  for 
habitation;  6 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made;  4 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders;  Nil 

(4)  Any  action  -under  Sections  10'  and  11  of 
the  Local  Goverment  (Miscellaneous 
Provisions)  Act,  1953?  If  so,  what?....* 

Clos.ing  Orders  on  1  dwelling. 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  -underground 
rooms,  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  mde ;  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

gieund  rooms;  the  Closing  Orders  in 
respect  of  which  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  leom  having  been  fit;  Nil 

4»  Housing  Act,  1936  «  Part  IV  -  Overcrowding. 


(a) 

(1) 

Number 
end  of 

of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 
the  year : 

Nil 

(2) 

Number 

of  families  dwelling  therein; 

Nil 

\’ 

(3) 

Number 

j 

of  persons  dwelling  therein; 

Nil 

Number  of  new  cases  of'  overcro^^/ding 
reported  during  the  year; 

Nil 

(c) 

(1) 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 
during  the  year; 

Nil 

(2) 

Number 

of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases: 

Nil 

mijigjSESj 


5.  Nunber  of  new  houses  provided  duriiag  the  years- 

By  the  Local  Authority:-  Peruanent  type  55 

Tenporary  type  Nil 


By  Private  Enterprise 


2 


6*  Housing  Act^  1949 


Any  action  in  connection  with:- 


(a)  Section  4  Advances  for  purpose  of  Increasing 
housing  accomodation? 


NU 


(b)  Section  20  -  Grants  to  persons  other  than 
local  authorities  for  iiiprovenent  of 
housing  accomodation? 


7 


c  GENERAL  CONDITIONS: 

55  new  council  houses  were  first  occupied  during  the 
year  together  with  2  houses  erected  by  private  owners* 

2  unfit  houses  were  taken  out  of  occupation  voluntarily  by  the 
oxters  ^  and  a  further  B  were  closed  as  a  result  of  action  by  the 
Council*  The  total  nunber*  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  the 
period  was  1;931. 

Although  only  2  houses  were  actually  conpleted  by  private 
owners  a  further  17  were  under  construction,  and  will  corae  into 
occupation  shortly*  This  position  rxust  be  regarded  with  considerable 
satisfaction  as  nore  houses  were  under  construction  by  private 
enterprise  than  at  any  tine  dur.ing  the  post-War  period* 

The  rate  of  counc.il  house  building  v/as  also  considerably 
in  excess  of  that  of  previous  yeers,  due  nainly  to  the  Gregory 
type  flats  and  houses  on  the  new  Sackville  Road  site.  The  two 
bedrooned  type  flat  has  proved  to  be  very  popular  anong  the  applicant 
selected  as  tenants,  and  indeed  it  seens  likely  that  the  interest 
created  throughout  the  town  by  the  advent  of  this  type  of  construct¬ 
ion  resulted  in  the  iaflation  of  the  housing  list. 

Detailed  e^canination  of  the  list  of  housing  applicants  was 
carried  out  on  two  occasions  in  an  attempt  to  assess  the  extent 
of  the  housing  problem  within  the  district.  The  f,irst  examinat¬ 
ion  revealed  that  of  the  total  of  117  applicants,  55  had  a  housing 
need  based  on  shortage  of  accommodation,  but  of  these,  19  applicat¬ 
ions  were  less  than  6  weelcs  duration,  a  further  9  had  neither 
residential  or  employT.ient  qual.ifications  and  8  applications  were 
regarded  as  doubtful  for  various  reasons. 


The  position  coiild^  therefore^  be  sumnarised  as  follows 

(a)  Number  of  urgent  applications  17 

(b)  Number  of  new  applicants  with 

housing  need  19 

(c)  Itober  of  ^  per  sons  occupying  Icnown 
sub- standard  dwellings  not  on 

housing  list  13 

49 

The  position  was  again  reviewed  in  October  after  many  of 
the  applicants  in  the  review  had  been  granted  tenancies ^  and 
the  position  was  found  to  be  as  follows s- 

(a)  Total  number  of  applicants  IO4 

(b)  Total  number  of  applicants  ^^^ith 

genuine  housing  need,  45 

(c)  Total  number  of  applicants  in  (b) 

regarded  as  unsuitable  due  to  lack 
of  residential  or  employment 
qualifications  etc^  26 

(d)  '  Effective  total  of  applicants  19 

As  further  houses  were  st:ill  becoming  available  on  the 
Sack  voile  Road  site  it  seemed  lilcely  that  the  completion  of  current 
housing  .contracts  would  largely  meet  the  shortage  of  houses  within 
the  district o  For  this  reason^  therefore,  it  was  considered  prudent 
not  to  proceed  with  the  preparation  of  further  scheme S;?  but  rather  to 
delay  action  for  a  period  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  casual  vacancies 
would  be  adequate  to  meet  the  future  demand  for  houses, 

A  prelirdnary  survey  of  the  district  v/as  carried  out  in 
the^  early  part  of  the  year  to  obtain  the  information  required  by 
Section  1  of  the  Hotising  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954*  The 
information  resulting  from  the  survey  was  consMered  by  the  Health 
Committee,  when  the  Gouncil*s  proposals  were  drawn  up  for  submission 
to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government.  These  proposals 
subsequently  received  the -approval  of  the  Ministry  and  the 
necessary  step  .  to  mke  the  information  public  was  taken.  Later, 
as  a  resiLLt  of  anxiety  caused  by  the  sale  of  sub-.standard  dwelliigs, 
further  steps  were  talcen  to  give  publicity  to  the  matter  by  newspaper 
advertisements,  and  by  corxiunicating  certain  inforraation  to  the 
owners  of  the  propomties  concerned. 


The  Coiinc.il ’s  preliniuary  proposal  envlsa-ged 
the  clearing  of  sone  84  unfit  houses  during  a  five  year  period, 
but  by  the  end  of  the  year  under  review  full  details  of  the  schene 
for  inplenenting  these  proposals  had  not  been  conpletod* 

Repair  and  maintenance  of  the  Council's  eristing 
houses  was  carried  out  by  this  department,  and  a  regular  inspection 
of  all  occupied  houses  was  maintained.  Several  important  schemes 
for  the  improvement  -of  existing  council  properties  were  commenced, 
including  the  provision  of  more  efficient  hot  v/ater  systems  in 
30  houses  on  the  Elliott  Street  site.  In  order  to  meet  the  growing 
demand  for  garages  on  the  housing  sites  it  was  decided  to  increase 
the  number  of  garages  available  by  the  erecting  of  a  block  of  nine 
prefabricated  garages  on  the  Dradishaw  Road  site. 

The  annual  tenants’  garden  competition  was  held 
once  more,  and  .inspections  carried  out  by  an  independent  adjudicator 
showed  that  the  majority  of  the  tenants  were  maintaining  their  gardens 
in  a  satisfactory  condition.  It  seems  unfortunate  that  a  small  minority 
still  neglect  their  gardens  to  the  detriment  of  their  neighbours,  and 
efforts  were  made  to  secure  sone  improvement  where  necessary* 

A  new  feature  of  the  year  was  the  making  of  grants 
by  the  Council  for  the  improvement  of  existing  houses  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Housing  Act,  1949  nnd  the  Housing  Repa.irs  and  Rents 
Act,  1954*  7  grants  were  made  during  the  period,  the  improvements 

conceited  being  ma.inly  the  provision  of  baihrooms,  interior  W*C*s  and 
hot  water  systems  and  the  conversion  of  existing  waste  water  closets. 

The  Council’s  procedure  for  consideriig  applications  for  grants foldows 
the  recommendations  set  out  in  the  i'to.istry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  Publication  ”New  Houses  for  Old  Plans,  deta.iled - 
specifications  and  competitive  tenders  are  required,  and  each  applicat¬ 
ion  is  considered  .in  detail  by  a  sub-committee  appointed  by  the 
Housing  Committee  of  the  Council. 

During  the  year  the  Council’s  housing  programme, 
together  with  casual  vacancies  resulted  in  73  families  be.ing  re-housed 
in  council  houses.  2  pre-War  houses  were  purchased  by  the  tenants 
during  the  sai-ie  per.iodo 

2.  QVERCROIdDIHG; 

X 

No  known  case  of  overcrowding  existed  within  the 
district  at  the  end  of' the  year. 


/ 


COMON  LODGING  HOJSES; 

■  '  i:  ' .  . 

.  ,  '  None 'in  the  district. 


INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES- 


Inspections; 

Notices 

Served: 

Occupier 

Prosecuted 

Factories  with  nechanical 

power  ,  -V" 

\ 

32 

7 

nh 

Factories  without  mechanical 

power 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Other  premises  under  the  Act 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES; 

Particulars .  Four^s  Renpdie4 •  No>  of  defects  No. of  cases 

referred  to  jji  which 

Inspector;  p^rosecutions 

■ 

instituted; 

Want  of  cleanliness  -  '  -  «. 

Sanitaiy 

Conveniences; 

(a)  Insufficient  1  1  « 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective  1  1  - 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes  -  « 

Other  offences 

against  the  Act  4 _ - _  1 _ _ 

6  2  1 _ - 

CUTWORFERS ; 

3  notifications  of  outworkers  within  the  district  were 
notified  and  the  prcraises  inspected. 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS; 


One  licence  renia^ined  in  force  throughout  the  year  for 
the  Brown  Banlc  site  where  accomodation  is  provided  for  $0  caravans 
and  chalets.  The  site  is  by  no  means  full  and  accomodation  is 
always  available  for  caravaners  wishing  to  stay  in  the  district. 

There  seems  to  be  a  terdency  for  chalets  to  be  more 
popil^  bn’ this  "site  ihem  caravtm  particularly  with  persons 
normally”^ resident  ^  iii '  Le  eds  or  Bradford . 

Site  drainage  is  provided,  and  a  water  supply  is 
available  with.in  a  reasonable  distance.  Refuse  is  collected  from 
the  site  by  this  Authority. 

One  other  site  is  licensed  within  the  district,  and  this 
is  restricted  to  one  caravan  for  residential  purposes. 


From  tine  to  tine  single  caravans  appear  on  widely 
scattered  sites  on  agricultural  land  within  the  district,  but  seldom 
stay  longer  than  the  statutory  period.  In'  the  majority  of  cases  no 
actipp.,  is  takp.n  unless  there  is  i*eason  to  believe  that  the  sites  are 
.becoming  permanent  sites  for  moveable  dwellings.  . 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION; 


No  serious  case  of  atmospheric  pollution  was  noted  during 

the  year. 

SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  PREMISES; 

mitrrrnim*  'if . .  ■■  mm 

Routine  supervision  of  premises  engaged  in  the  preparation 
rtorage  and  sale  of  all  t^^es  of  food  was  maintained  throughout  the 
year. 

The  number  of  food  premises  concerned  with  preparation 
and  sale  of  food, is  as  follows;- 


Grocers  and,,. Mixed  Businesses  21 

Greengrocers'  ■  ^ 

....  Fish  Retailers  5 

Fried  Fish  Shops  . .  4 

Butchers  10 

Balcers  and  Confectioners  '  10 

Restaurants  and  Cafes  1 

Milk  Bar  ‘  1 

Sweets  and  Confectionery  4 

Ice-Crean  Manufacturer  1 

Iced-LoUie  Manufacturer  1 

Milk  Reta.ilers  6 

Licensed  Premises  6 


^Prenises  i*egistered  under  Section  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 

193S;-. 


..Manufacture  of  Ice-Crean  1 

Sa.le  and  storage  ■  of  '  Ice-Crean  15 

Preparation  ox*  rxanufacturo  of 
. sausage  or  potted,  pressed 
pickled  or  preserved  food 

intended  for  sale  16 

Dairies  registered  under 
Killc  and  Dairies  Regulations 
1949  2 


Full  details  regarding  the  ixanufacture  and  sale  of  ic^ 
crean  were  given  in  the  report  for  1954  nnd  this  iarCormtion  haB 
not  changed  naterially. 

Sampling  of  ice-crean  fron  one  wholesaler  in  the 
district  has  continued,  and.  results  of  samples  talcen  in  other 
districts  are  received  continua^lly  at  this  office.  A  short  lecture 
was  given  to  the  staff  of  this  establishnent  on  the  inport ance  of 
good  hygiene  in  relation  to  the  manufacture  of  ice-- cream. 

During  the  yeo.r  142  visits  to  food  establishments  were 
carried  out,  not  including  slaughterhouse  visits  for  the  purpose 
of  meat  inspection.  A  special  survey  was  made  in  connection  with 
the  use  of  Chinese  egg  albumen  and  one  suspicious  sample  was 
examined  bacteriologically  with  negative  results.  The  attention  of 
local  traders  was  drawn  to  the  recommendations  issued  by  the  various 
trade  associations  for  the  use  of  this  product,  and  by  the  end  of  the 
year  no  further  supplies  had  been  discovered. 

MEAT  SUPPLY; 

Slaughtering  of  food  animals  has  continued  throughout  the 
year,  although  the  buHc  of  this  work  was  carried  out  in  only  one  of 
the  three  licensed  slaughterhouses  situated  within  the  district. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year  activities  at  two  of  the  licensed 
slaughterhouses  v/ere  greatly  curtailed  due  to  objections  raised  by 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  arid  Food  as  both  the  premises 
were  situated  on  attested  farms  ^  later  .in  the  year  there  was  a  change 
of  ownership  at  one  slaughterhouse,  and  it  is  tmderstood  that 
slaughtering  is  not  to  be  recommenced. 

The  circumstances  set  out  above  have  had  the  result  of 
concentrating  slaughtering  at  one  point  so  that  supervision  of 
slaughtering  operations  and  inspection  of  neat  has  been  greatly 
facilitated . 

The  quality  of  meat  slaughtered  has  been  of  a  consistently 
high  standard,  and  the  incidence  of  disease  comparatively  low. 


out 


The  following  table  ■  is  a  samary  of  inspections  carried 


Carcases  and  Off  el  inspected  and  conderined  in  whole  or  jj-i 

Cattle  Sbeep 

excl.  qiiid 


/ 

Qohs 

,p-Q-WS 

Calves 

Pigs 

Horses 

No.  killed  (if  known) 

151 

19 

8  ' 

466 

528 

Nil 

No.  inspected 

151 

19 

8 

466 

528 

Nil 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 

Gysticerci 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  v/hich 
some  part  or  organ 
\^/as  condemned 

16 

6 

Nil 

31 

16 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other 
than  tuberculosis 
and  cystic ere i 

10.4 

31.5 

Nil 

6,6 

1.1 

Nil 

Tuberculosis  only? 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Nil 

N,il 

Nil 

N.U 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which 
some, part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

11 

3 

Fil 

Nil 

9 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

7.3 

15.7 

t  ; 

N;il 

Nil 

1.7 

N,il 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

1 

Nil 

N:il 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil  ' 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

/continued 


Cattle 

Sheep 

and 

Qoas.- 

Cows 

Calvp3 

toalis. 

iiss. 

Hgrsss. 

Generalised-  and ’ 

totally  condemned  liil 

Nil 

NU 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Condemned  meat  is 

deposited  in 

a  sjpecial 

bin  provided 

in  the  slaughterhouse  for  this  purpose  where  it  is  stained  by  the  meat 
inspector®  Disposal  is  then  carried  out  by  a  recognised  contractor  who 
carries  out  a  sinilar  service  for  other  neighbouring  authorities* 


MILK  SUPPLY: 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  distribution  of  millc 
within  the  district  since  the  preparation  of  the  report  for  last  year* 


Routine  sanpling  was  rnainteined  by  this  department  and 
the,  results  were  as  followss- 

MILK  SAMPLING;  Grade.  Satisfactory/ o  Unsatisfactory. 


Tuberculin  Tested  S  Nil 
T.T*  Pasteurised  2  Nil 
Pasteurised  2  Nil 
Biological  Test  ,  B  Nil 


All  nilk  retailed  within  the  district  is  either  TuberciLLin 
Tested  or  pasteurised. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES; 

One  only  carried  on  within  the  district^  that  of  a  fell- 
monger.  The  premises  are  modern  and  well  equipped  and  are^  therefore ^  not 
liable  to  give  groimds  for  complaint. 

RODENT  CONTROL; 


A  satisfactory  control  was  maintained  on  rodent 
infestation  by  measures  carried  out  by  the  Council's  part-time  operative. 
Some  inspection  of  property  was  undertalcen  in  order  to  ascertain  the 
presence  of  rodents. 


The  Comicil*s  sewerage  systen  was  treated  on  two 
occasions  as  were  other  local  authority  properties.  Work 
undertalcen  at  business  prenises  was  subject  to  a  reasonable  charge 
to  cover  the  eixpenses  involved , 


A  sumary  of  the  year*s  work  is  set  out  below:- 


Local 
Authority  0 

Dwell,in£r 

Houses. 

Agr  icultirral . 

All  Others 

No.  of-  premises 
inspected : 

14 

no 

17 

23 

No.  of  prenises 

treated: 

.  .i  .  .  .  ■  •' 

•6 

52 

6 

7 

<  ; 

PUBLIC  CIEANSINGg 

Collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  is  undertalcen  by  this 
departnenti  Snow  clearance ,  street  gritting  and  cleansing  being  the 
responsibility  of  ^  the  Engineer  a^nd  Surveyor o 

The  systen  of  collection  outlined  in  the  1954  report  was 
continued  throughout  1955?  the  bulk  of  the  work  being  carried  out 
by  one  7  cubic  yard  refuse  collection  vehicle  staffed  by  one  driver 
and  three  loaders o  A-aipplenentary  vehicle  is  liired  from  the‘Skipton 
Urban  District  Council  for  two  days  each  fortnight^  and  the  above 
staff  is  supplenented  for  these  days  by  the  addition  of  one  nan. 

The  systen  works  satisfactorily  and  the  intem/’al  between  collections 
seldon  exceeds  ten  days  in  the  inner  district c  Certain  parts  of  the 
district  receive  a  weekly  collection  and  this  service  can  be  extended 
to  the  whole  of  the  district  during  the  sunner  nonths  when  weather 
conditions  are- favourable  ' 

Sone  trouble  was  e^^perienced  with  unauthorised  tipping  - 
in  various  parts  of  the  outer  district  ^  particularly"  in  the  Nab  Lane 
area  where  an  unofficial  tip  of  substantial  proportions  was  beginning 
to  accumulate  o  '  This  matter  was  considered  by  the  Health  Committee 
of  the  Council  when  it  was  decided  to  talce  action  against  the  persons 
causing  the  nuisance o  This  was  done^  with  the  result  that  the  tip 
was  cleared^  but  it  was  then  decided  to  exbend  the  refuse  collection 
service  to  the  outer  district  at  a  three  monthly  interval  ' 

The  collection  commenced  on  the  5th  June,  and  has  been 
nainta.ined  since  that  date.  The  collection  is  appreciated  by  the 
residents  in  the  outer  district  who  no  longer  find  difficulty  in 
dispos.ing  of  such  difficult  articles  as  used  food  tins«  The 
additional  collection  has  added  to  the  cost  of  hired  haulage,  but 
labour  is  made  available  from  the  existing  staff* 


One  difficulty  encountered  with  the  out-^istrict 
collection  is  the  distance  of  sone  of  the  properties  fron  the  road. 

In  these  cases  the  householder  is  required  to  bring  the  refuse  to 
an  agreed  point  on  certain  fixed  days  for  collection.  This  systen 
apparently  works  well  in  practice  but  has  the  disadvantage  of 
comitt ing  the  department  to  carry  out  the  collection  on  the  agreed 
date.  This  is  sometimes  difficult  when  reliance  is  placed  upon  the 
availability  of  a  hired  vehicle. 

Disposal  of  refuse  is  carried  out  by  controlled 
tipping  on  land  adjoining  the  sewage  disposal  works  in  Keighley  Road. 
Tip  fires  continue  to  be  a  nuisance 5  ard  it  is  almost  certain  that 
the  cause  is  hot  ash  fron  continuous  night  burning  grates. 

Salvage  of  waste  paper  and  heavy  scrap  metals 
continued  throughout  the  year.  The  improvements  in  the  collection 
service  yielded  an  increased  ai-iount  of  paper  salvaged  to  such  an 
extent  that  the  increased  income  largely  offset  the  cost  of  hired 
haulage . 

PROBABLE  EXPEInIDITURE  ON  SCAVENGING  1955-56. 

£ 


57 

45 

124 

25 


2,050 

57 

263 

128 

15 

16 
24 


2,804 


Expenditure  o 

Vehicle  Expenses. 

Licences  and  Insurance 
Repa.irs 
Petrol  and  Oil 
Depot 


Wages 

Bonus  re  Salvage 

Superannuation  and  Insurance 

Own  Mechanical  Haulage 

Hired  Mechanical  Haulage 

l'4aterials,  General  Maintenance  and  Repairs 

Baling  Wire 

Overalls  and  Gloves 


138 

2,942 


Incone... 


£ 


Tipping^  Rerits^  etc* 

Sale’  of  Salvaged  Hate  rials 


i 

Rate-  requirenent 


20 

602 

'  222  ■ 


•  •  0 


•  e  « 


CO*  •  *  * 


£2,320. 
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2. 


1.  GENERAL  DESCRIPTIONS 


The  division^  consists  .  of  :'t.he . following  districts: - 

^  Population  Area  in  Acres 


Silsden  Urban  District  5,8.20  7,101 
Earby  Urban  District  5,348  3,519 
Barnoldswick  Urban  District  10,282  2,764 
Skipton  Urban  District  13,210  4,211 
Skipton  Rural  District  ■  23,715  146,071 


p  figures  derived  from  Registrar  General's 
Preliminary  Report  on  1951  Census), 

K  I  -  -  ■  -i 

Social  conditions  in  this  mixed  urban  and  rural  community 
changed.-  little  during-  the  year,  for  although  some  branches  of  the 
textile'-  industry  experienced  difficulty,  and  four  firms  in  West 
Craven  ceased  production,  it  -was  possible  to  find  alternative 
employment  for  the  great  majority  of  male  operatives*  Women, 
particularly  those  requiring  only  part  time  lAJork  have  been  more 
difficult  to  place.  In  other  trades  and  occupations  there  has 
been  very  little  unemployment.  In  fact,  most  industries, 
agriculture,  and  the  raili/ijays  are  permanently  short  of  employees* 

Housing  conditions  have  improved  in  all  the  districts,  and 
a  start  has  been  made  in  clearing  slum  properties  under  the 
provisions  of  ’*The  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954’**  The 
■weather  in  1955  was  the  reverse  of  that  experienced  in  1954,  the 
summer  being  remarkable  for  its  long  spell  of  hot,  dry  weather, 
and  the  autumn  mainly -dry  and^mild*  Farming,  one  of  the  staple 
occupations,  thus  had  a  much  better  year* 

The  prolonged  drought  had  a  serious  effect  on  many  water 
supplies*  Although  it  was  a  great  inconvenience  to  many  people 
and  presented  a  threat  to  the  health  of  the  public,  no  outbreak 
of  disease  resulted* 

2,  DIVISIONAL  STAFF:  as  at  31st  December,  1955* 

Medical; 


M*  Hunter 
R*R*  Stoakley  ■ 
C*  Harris 
G*D*G*  Cameron 
A.B*  Morrison 
J*M.  Imrie 


M.B.L*,  ■M.P*,  D^P.H* 
M.B.,  B.Ch,  ) 

M.B.,  B.Ch.  ) 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 
M.B.,  Ch.B. 

M  •  B  * ,  C  h  *  B’* 


Divisional  Medical  Officer 
Assistant  County  and 
School  Medical  Officers 

) 

)  Clinic  Medical  Officers 
)  Part  time. 
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NURSING; 

(a)  Divisional  Superintendent  Health  Visitor 


Miss 

Fo  Stevenson, 

ScRoNo, 

SoR.C.N. 

,  C.M< 

•p 

1  ^ 

Health  Visitors/School  Nurses 

Miss 

M.  Birdsall, 

S.R.N., 

C  oM*  Bo, 

.1. 

Part 

1,  H. 

Mrs. 

D.  Crabtree, 

S .Ro  N • , 

S  •  C  0  M« , 

H.V. 

Cert. 

Mrs. 

A.Mo  Dickinson, 

S  o R 0 No , 

SoC.M. 

: 

Miss 

N.  Easton, 

S  0  R. No , 

S.C.Mo, 

H.V. 

Cert. 

Miss 

R.E.  Fawcett, 

S  ©  R  •  N  e  , 

S,C.M. , 

H.V. 

Cert. 

Miss 

I.  Fell, 

ScRoN., 

S.CoM. , 

H.V. 

Cert. 

Miss 

M.  Smith, 

S.R.N., 

S.C.M., 

H.V. 

Cert. 

Mrs. 

I.G.  Roscow, 

S.RoNo 

Mrs. 

Bo  Roberts, 

S  0  R  t>  N. , 

SoC.Mo, 

H.V. 

Cert. 

Miss 

M.  l/'ihaley. 

S.R.N., 

S.C.M., 

H.V.  ' 

Cert. 

Miss 

No  Williams,' 

SoR.No, 

S.C.M., 

H.V. 

Cert. 

Home 

Nurses 

Mrs . 

V.Mc  Flyxm, 

S .  C  •  M  0  , 

'  S.E.A.N 

• 

Mrs. 

H.C.  Hill, 

S  •  R(5  N. , 

S.C.M. 

Mrs. 

I.  Molyneux, 

S • R  0  No , 

S.C.M. 

Mrs. 

Mo  Parkinson, 

SeR.N. 

•  ■» 

I/Irs. 

M.  Pratt, 

, S.R.No 

H, 


(d)  Home  NurSe/Midi/yives 


Miss 

M.  Brown, ■ 

S.RcN., 

S.C.M 

Miss 

E.M.  Butler, 

S.R.N., 

S.C.M 

Miss 

C.  Herbert, 

S .Re  N* , 

S.C.M 

Miss 

A.Mo  Hunter, 

SoR.N., 

S.C.M 

Mrs. 

D.  Inman, 

S.R.N., 

S.C.M 

Mrs. 

EoM.  Lingard, 

S.R.Ko , 

S.C.M 

Miss 

P.ko  Oversby, 

SoR.N. , 

S.C.M 

Miss 

E.A.  Smith, 

S  <s Ro N. , 

S.C.M 

Home 

{  . 

Nurse/Mid"'  ives/Health  Visitors 

Mrs. 

P.M.Eo  Bunnett, 

S .  R  o  N^. , 

S.C.M, 

Mrs . 

B.A.  Priestley, 

S « Ro  N. , 

S.C.M 

(f)  Midwives 

Miss  E<5  Barlow, 


S.C.M. 


j  r  M 


V.  Cert. 


4. 


OTHER  STi'J^F 


Mental  Health 

/S  Firs.  .J.  Barber,  S.R.H. ,  S. 
^  Miss  M.E.  Marshall,  M.iu 

Speech  Therapist 

^  Miss  M  Buckley,  L,C,S.T. 

Venereal  Diseases  Social  Worker 

^  kirs,  Doige«Har risen. 


S.C.M.  (Social  Worker). 

(.Home  Teacher)  • 


(  ff)  Pa:;'t  time  in  Division  1.  ) 


Home  Help  Staff 

Full  time:  5 

Part  time:  36 

Other  Domestic  Staff 

Part  time:  4 

Administrative  and  Clerical  Staff 

Senior  Clerk  1 
Clerical  9 


The  Division  has  again  been  fortunate  in  having  a  full 
complement  of  lAjorkers  throughout  the  year*  particularly  ■when  so 
many  health  authorities  are  understaffed.  Work  has  been  heavy  at 
times,  and  the  provision  of  relief  for  holidays,  sickness,  courses 
of  instruction  etco,  is  often  complicated  despite  the  existence 
of  a  -wholetime  relief  nurse/midwif e® 

The  -work  of  the  administrative  and  clerical  staff 
increases  year  by  year,  and  an  addition  to  their  numbers  is  no’w 
necessary. 


This  year  lA/e  held  our  third  annual  staff  dinner  to  “which 


are  invited  all  the  family  doctors,  hospital  matrons,  almoners  and 
many  other  people  who  are  connected  in  one  way  or  another  with 
our  work.  Once  more  it  proved  an  enjoyable  function,  and  a  valuable 
means  of  promoting  co-^operat ion  by  the  presence  of  individuals 
who  may  rarely  write,  telephone  to,  or  meet  each  other# 


5. 


3.  HEALTH  CEI^RES; 

The  provision  of  health  centres,  one  of  the  important 
projects  envisaged  when  the  National  Health  Service  came  into 
operation  in  1948,  seems  to  grow  more  remote  each  year.  A 
few  experimental  centres  have  given  evidence  of  their  great 
value,  but  development  on  any  other  scale  ‘is  at  present 
prohibited  by  financial  stringency. 

This  Division  has  neither  health  centre  nor  purpose 

V 

built  clinic,  and  although  the  buildings  matter  far  less  than 
the  people  working  in  them^,  the  inadequancy  and  inconvenience 
of  our  many  rented  premises  has  become  very  obvious  since  we 
acquired  the  former  day  nursery  in  Barnoldswick  for  clinic 
purposes*  With  a  few  minor  adaptations  these  premises  will  be 
very  suitable  for  our  use,  and  for  the  Chest  Physician  who 
will  shortly  join  us  there*  Other  services  may  be  provided 
at  a  later  date,  and  there  is  some  space  for  expansion  into 
a  hea.lt h  centre  if  this  should  become  feasible* 

4.  CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN; 

(a)  BIRTHS; 

Public  Health  Act,  1956  -  Section  205. 


Return  of  births  notified  in  the  Divisional  ilrea  during  the 
period  1st  January  to  31st  December,  1955. 


Domiciliary 

Institutional 

Live 

Still 

Live 

still 

T  ot  al 

(a)  .Primary  Notifications 

( i)  Urban  Districts 

86 

1 

356 

4 

347 

( ii)  Rural  Districts 

60 

- 

218 

5 

283 

(b)  Add  Inward  Transfers 

- 

- 

•224 

13 

237 

Xc)  Total  Notifications 

received: 

146 

1 

698 

22 

867 

(d)  Deduct  Outward  Transfers 

- 

51“ 

I 

6^" 

(e)  Total  Adjusted  Births 

146 

1 

637 

21 

805 

iinalysis  of  Institutional  Births: 

Born  in  (a)  Hospitals 

633 

21 

(b)  Maternity 

Homes 

- 

(c)  Nursing  Homes 

4 

- 

T  ot  al 

• 

. 

.  637 

21 

1 

6, 
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(o)  CHILD  YjELFiiRE  CEHTRES 
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(d)  MOBILE  CLINICS 
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oommenoed  22nd  June,  1955 
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(e)  MTE-M.AIAL  CLINICS; 

Details  of  the  clinics  and  attendance  are  given  in  the 
preceding  table*  At  tvjo  clinics  mot  her  craft  and  relaxation 
exercises  are  taught  by  the  midiAiife  and  health  visitors.  These 
classes  are  “well  attended,  particularly  by  mothers  expecting 

their  first  babies,  ■who  welcome  the  instruction  given  and  the 
opportunities  for  discuss iono 

(f)  BIRTHS: 

The  total  number  of  domiciliary  confinements  was  147 
compared  with  658  in  hospital  and  maternity  homes,  giving  a 
percentage  of  76^o 


During  the  year  the  booking  arrangements  for  beds  in 
the  local  maternity  units  were  transferred  to  the  Divisional 
Health  Office  with  the  p,im  of  preventing  overcrowding  in  one 
whilst  the  other  might  be  half  empty,  and  vice  versa.  This 
had  been  happening,  and  as  both  are  small  units  it  resulted  in 
considerable  inconvenience  which  is  now  avoided.  This  transfer 
has  also,  permitted  patients  to  express  their  choice  of  unit. 


(g)  CARE  OF  FRMiATURE  IITFMTSg 

A  premature  infant  is  defined  as  one  weighing  5^  lbs, 
or  less  at  birth,  irrespective  of  the  period  of  gestation, 

52  premature  infants  were  born  in  the  Division  during  the 
year  compared  with  57  in  the  preceding  year.  Some  of  these 
babies  were  transferred  to  hospital  for  nursing  care,  but 
special  equipment  is  available  in  the  Division  for  use  by  the 
midwife  when  the  babies  remain  at  home* 


(h)  DENTAL  CARE  OF  EXPECT MTT  liND  NURSING  MOTHERS; 


This  has  been  provided  at  the  County  Council^ s  dental 
clinic  in  Barnoldswick  for  patients  in  the  West  Craven  area. 

In  other  parts  of  the  Division  local  dental  practitioners  have 
continued  ’  o  provide  a  service  under  the  County  Council’s 
scheme, 

(i)  DAY  NURSERIES; 

There  are  now’  no  day  nurseries  in  the  Division,  the 
Barnoldswick  Nursery  being  closed  during  the  year  by 
implementation  of  the  County  Gcuncil’s  revised  policy.  The 
Earby  Day  Nursery  was  closed  in  the  preceding  year. 
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(j)  CHILDRENS 

The  children  at  Airview  House  "were  transferred  to  more 
suitable  accommodation  in  an  adjacent  Division  during  the  year, 
but  Burnside  House  remains  open*  Although  administered  by  the 
Welfare  Department,  all  children  are  examined  on  admission, 
discharge,  and  periodically  during  their  stay  by  the  staff  of 
the  Health  Department. 

(k)  CARE  OF  THE  UNLIARRIED  MOTHER  AND  HER  CHILD; 

Although  the  illegitimate  birth  rate  is  noiAJ  under  five 
per  cent.,  having  fallen  from  nearly  ten  per  cent,  since  1945, 
grave  personal  and  social  difficulties  still  exist  in  many  oases. 
A  temporary  solution  is  often  achieved  by  admission  to  hostel  or 
voluntary  home  for  the  confinement  and  a  period  thereafter.  In 
such  oases  the  County  Council  provides  financial  assistance. 
Adoption  is  sometimes  a  satisfactory  solution,  and  there  are 
always  good  homes  and  every  care  awaiting  such  babies. 

In  this  area  the  Bradford  Diocesan  Moral  Welfare  Council 
plays  a  most  worthy  part  in  helping  these  unfortunate  mothers 
and  children,  and  in  solving  the  problems  of  moral  and  social 
rehabilitation.  We  are  greatly  indebted  to  this  organisation 
and  its  social  workers  for  their  assistance  and  guidance# 

(l)  CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES; 

Details  of  this  service  are  given  in  Table  (o).  Their 
functions  can  be  described  as  - 

(i)  The  promotion  of  healthy,  mental  and  emotional 
development  through  consultation  and  advice. 

(ii)  The  prevention  of  respiratory  disease. 

(iii)  The  prophylaxis  of  certain  infectious  diseases  by 
immunisat  ion. 

(iv)  The  prevention  of  accidents,  which  are  still  all  too 
frequent  in  the  home. 

(v)  The  detection  of  defects  and  early  ascertainment  of 
handicapped  children# 

(vi)  Attention  to  the  medico-social  needs  of  special  groups 
such  as  prematures,  illegitimate  children,  deprived 
and  neglected  children,  and  problem  families# 
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In  brief,  the  reduction  of  mortality,  and  the  Improvement 
in  quality  of  the  lives  of  the  survivors  by  the  patient  education 
carried  out  by  health  visitors  in  the  home  and  the  "welfare  centre* 
Whilst  the  family  doctors  have  a  responsibility  for  every  child 
on  their  lists  it  is  probable  that,  at  present,  only  a  minority 
will  have  the  time  or  inclination  to  undertake  regular  medical 
supervision  and  sustained  teaching  of  child  care  for  more  than 
a  small  proportion  of  their  little  patients.  Furthermore,  many 
mothers  are  disinclined  to  trouble  their  busy  general  practitioners, 
and  prefer  the  ease  of  approach  to  the  welfare  centre  where  they 
can  attend  without  formality  for  advice  and  reassurance. 

In  the  past,  insufficient  attention  has  been  given  to 
children  beyond  the  age  of  infancy,  and  their  mothers  are  now 
being  encouraged  to  obtain  regular  medical  supervision  by  a 
system  of  ’^birthday”  examinations,  including  in  most  oases  a 
tuberculin  test.  If  treatment  is  needed  it  is  arranged  by, 
or  in  association  with,  the  family  doctor;  although  the  purpose 
of  regular  supervision  is  to  obviate  the  need  for  treatment 
arising* 

Attendances  at  our  centres  continue  at  a  very  satisfactory 
level,  and  the  mobile  clinic  has  again  operated  in  the  Division 
on  two  days  each  fortnighto  During  the  year,  the  village  of 
Embsay  was  included  in  its  itinerary* 
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Monbers  of  the  Voluntary  Committees  continue  to  provide 
assistance  at  the  static  centres,  and  we  are  indebted  to  these 
ladies  for  their  support* 

5,  MIDWIFERY  SERVICES  s 

As  this  Division  has  a  superfluity  of  hospital  maternity 
beds,  calls  on  the  domiciliary  midwives  are  not  heavy.  One 
wholetime  midwife  is  employed,  and  one  home  nurse/midwife 
spends  most  of  her  time  on  midwifery#  In  addition  eight 
home  nurse/midwives  undertake  a  number  of  oases  each  year. 

This  has  been  found  by  experience  to  be  the  most  suitable 
arrang^ent  in  the  Craven  District*  These  members  of  the  staff 
are  trained  to  give  gas  and  air .analgesia  in  childbirth  and 
each  possesses  the  apparatus.  They  also  give  pethidine  when 
indicated,  and  in  the  majority  of  normal  oases  they  conduct 
the  confinements  without  the  presence  of  a  doctor. 


12o 


STATISTICS 

M'um.ber  of  confinements  in  the  Division  area 
attended  by  midwives : 


.  .  ■  i 
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6«  HOME  NURSING 3 

Names  of  the  home  nursing  staff  have  been  given  in 
Section  2a  They  are  located  in  various  parts  of  the  Division 
according  to  population,  availability  of  hospitals,  natural 
boundaries,,  and  the  arrangements  for  off  duty  relief,  but  in 
only  one  instance  is  the  homenurse/mid-wif e  working  in  two  Divisions* 
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That  is  in  Upper  Wharf edale,  iwhere  the  nurse  also  undertakes 
duties  in  division  2  in  the  parishes  of  the  Skirfare  •valle\r* 

Mobility  is  obviously  of  the  greatest  importanoe  if 
this  service  is  to  be  sustained  and  the  standard  of  care 
continued*  Two  nurses  can  undertake  their  duties  on  foot,  but 
the  rest  have  either  their  own  cars  or  cars  provided  by  the 
County  Councilo 

,  It  is  convenient  to  divide  the  work  of  the  home  nurses 
into  three  categories*  Firstly^  minor  ailments  and  injections, 
and  the  latter  continue  to  increase*  Secondly,  post  operative 
and  other  cases  discharged  from  hospital  which  show  little  change. 
Thirdly,  nursing  of  the  chronic  sick  and  dying  which  occupy  a  large 
part  of  their  day,  and  is  an  increasing  commitment.  This  is  not 
entirely  due  to  the  fact  that  there  are  more  old  people  in  the 
community  nowadays,  nor  because  there  are  fewer  children  able  and 
willing  to  look  after  their  aged  relatives.  There  are  other 
factors  such  as  the  discovery  of  antibiotics  which  may  cure  the 
once  fatal  pneumonia  for  the  patient  to  die,  perhaps  years  later, 
of  cancer  or  cardio-vascular  degeneration  after ' prolonged 
illness  I  and  the  difficulty  of  securing  admission  to  both 
hospital  and  Part  111  Accommodation  (i.e.  Homes  for  the  Aged). 

The  old  Poor  Law  Institution  or  Workhouse  has  gone,  but  the 
chronic  sick  hospital  which  has  taken  over  its  beds  has  not 
taken  over  all  its  responsibilities..  Rehabilitation  therein 
and  turnover  of  bods  have  their  place,  but  the  fact  r^ains 
that  they  are  of  no  importance  to  an  increasing  number  of  old, 
ailing  or  dying  people  who  require  a  hospital  bed,  often  most 
urgently,  and  cannot  get  one a  It  is  such  cases  which  demand  the 
frequent  attentions  of  the  home  nurses  for  professional  care  and 
many  other  needs* 

A  summary  of  the  vjork  undertaken  is  as  follows:- 

(i)  Number  of  visits  paid  by  home  nurses 

during  the  year;  35,034 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  attended  by  home  nurses 
(excluding  midwifery  and  maternity 
cases):  2,176 

7.  HEALTH  VISITING; 

Eleven  health  vis itors . have  been  employed  during  the  year. 

'  '  '  t'  ' 

Their  duties  aJso  include,  school  nursing,  visits  to  those  ,  ' 
suffering  from  tuberculosis,  and  conduct  of  the  child  welfare 
clinics  which  operate  in  most  of  their  districts* 
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As  trained  nurses  and  midi'^ives  they  have  authority  in  the  eyes  of 
the  parents  and  patients^  and  ■with  access  to  their  homes  without 
being  summoned  they  come  to  Icqow  their  families  intimately  and 
to  be  welcomed  as  advisers  and  friends.  Furthermore,  being 
trained  and  experienced  in  the  difficult  art  of  teaching  and 
persuading  they  occupy  a  unique  position  in  the  fields  of  social 
medicine  and  community  health. 

Traditionally,  the  home  nurse  and  midwife  both  work  with 
the  family  doctor.  There  is  every  reason  why  the  health  visitor 
should  achieve  a  similar  relationship,  and  a  closer  liaison  is 
being  encouraged.  During  the  year  the  health  visitors  were 
therefore  provided,  with  telephones  to  eliminate  the  element  of 
inaccessibility  which  previously  existed.  The  Superintendent 
Health  Visitor  has  additional  duties  and  now  submits  reports 
on  all  patients  recommended  for  admission  to  hospitals  for  the 
longterm  sick,  as  well  as  maintaining  a  close  association  ¥Jith 
the  hospital  almoner  and  consultant  physician.  Her  duties  in 
respect  of  the  Home  Help  Service  have  become  increasingly 
onerous,  for  there  is  no  establishment  for  an  organiser  in  this 
Division,,  the  scattered  nature  of  which  makes  a  car  essential 
and  a  nursing  qualification  most  desirable. 

STATISTICS: 


Although  it  is  necessary  to  give  some  figures,  they  are 
but  a  bare  record  and  an  inadequate  comment  on  the  work  done^ 
Briefly,  the  number  of  visits  paid  by  health  visitors  during  the 
year,  in  addition  to  their  attend,ances  at  clinics  and  welfare 
centres,  was  as  follows 


First  Visits  Total  Visits 


( i)  Expectant  Mothers  133  424 

(ii)  Children  under  1  year  "^35  5,526 

(iii)  Children  between  1  and  5  years  -  8,422 

(iv)  In  respect  of  tuberculosis  -  965 

(v)  Other  cases  _ 2 


868  17,350 


8.  HOME  HELP  SERVICE: 

This  service  has  become  so  well  known  in  the  past  few 
years  that  it  no  longer  needs  any  description.  There  is  an  ever 
increasing  demand  on  the  service,  and  the  organising  of  each  week^s 
work  along  with  the  changes  necessitated  by  urgent  calls  is  now 
a  major  administrative  task. 
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Supervision  in  a  large  district  is  also  difficult,  and  -where 
no  qualifications  are  required  and.  no  training  is  possible 
reliance  has  to  be  placed  largely  on  the  integrity  of  those 
employed.'  Recruitment  of  suitable  women  against  the 
competitive  claims  of  industry  is  another  constant  difficulty, 
and  the  hours  allocated  to  cases  have  often  to  be  less  than 
their  needs  seem  to  demand.  This  is  particularly  so  in  the 
rural  parts  of  the  Division  where  home  helps  are  difficult, 
often  impossible  to  obtain;  and  travelling  facilities  are 
inadequate.  Nevertheless,  a  great  deal  of  valuable  work  has 
been  done  pa.rticularly  in  enabling  aged  people  to  continue 
to  live  in  their  own  homes,  thus  reducing  the  demands  for 
accommodation  in  hospitals  and  homos  for  the  aged,  all  of 
which  have  waiting  lists.  Much  more  could  be  done  if  the 
staff  were  available,  and  we  are  obviously  far  from  organising 
that  logical  extension  of  the  Home  Help  Service,  a  ”sitter-up 
service”  for  night  duty,  vjhich  has  been  possible  in  some 
large  towns.  In  conclusion  a  tribute  is  due  to  the  existing 
staff  who  have  undertaken  their  hea.vy  and  sometimes 
disagreeable  duties  with  tact  and  cheerful  efficiency,  in 
some  cases  for  several  years  now. 

STiiTISTICS: 


Cases  provided  with  home  helps  during  the  year  came 
within  the' following  classif ications: « 

Number  of  ■  Hours 
.  .cases  employed 


(  i )  Mat  e  r n  it y  (  inc  1  ud  ing 


expect  ant  mothers ) . 

80 

6,491 

(ii) 

Tuberculosis 

1 

105 

(iii) 

Chronic  Sick,  Aged,  Infirm 

261 

44,339 

(iv)  ■ 

Others 

9 

1,188 

9.  MENTAL  HE.TLTH  SERVICE; 


The  functions  of  the  Local  Health  Authority  under 
existing  legislation  o.re  as  follows 

(a)  The  appointment  of  duly  authorised  officers  to  take  initial 
procedings  for  removal  to  hospital  of  persons  who  are  to  be 
dealt  with  under  the  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treotment  Acts. 
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(b)  The  duty  under  the  Mental  Defioiency  Acts,  1915-18  of 
ascertaining  "what  persons  in  the  area  are  defectives; 
providing  suitable  supervision  for  them,  guardianship, 
or  institutional  care;  and  making  arrangements  for  the 
provision  of  suitable  training  or  occupation  for 
defectives  not  in  institutions. 

(c)  The  duty  to  make  arrangements  for  the  care  and  after 
care  of  persons  suffering  from  mental  illness  or 
defectiveness,  so  far  as  provision  is  not  otherwise 
made. 

Under  the  terms  of  paragraph  (a)  the  duly  authorised 
officer  has  dealt  lAjith  the  folloiwing  oases  during  the  year:- 


(1)  Number  of  cases  certified  under  Section  16 

of  the  Lunacy  Act,  1890...  ...  17 

(2)  Number  of  cases  dealt  'y^ith  under  Section  20...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  cases  dealt  lAiith  under  Section  21...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  cases  in  -which  authorised  officers 
have  assisted  in  obtaining  admission  under 

Section  1  of  the  Mental  Treatment  Act  ...  ...  Nil 

(5)  Cases  dealt  -with  under  Section  5  of  the  Mental 

Treatment  Act  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  Nil 


(6)  Any  other  cases  referred  to  the  authorised  officer 
for  action,  but  where  it  was  not  found  necessary 
to  proceed  under  the  Lunacy  or  Mental  Treatment 
Acts  ...  . .  •••  •••  •••  •••  4 

These  figures  are  not  large,  but  it  should  be  appreciated 
that  the  innate  fear  of  mental  illness  and  mental  hospitals  is 
growing  less  and  an  increasing  number  of  patients  now  enter 
the  mental  hospitals  as  volimtary  patients.  Probably  over  two 
thirds  of  all  admissions  thereto  will  be  discharged  within 
twelve  months  of  admission,  a  fact  which  is  insufficiently 
appreciated.  Although  it  must  be  admitted  that  others  may  go 
in  with  schizophrenia  in  their  ’’twenties'*  and  stay  there  for 
the  rest  of  their  lives.  It  is  these  long  staying  patients, 
who  cannot  be  discharged,  which  create  the  difficulties  and 
overcrowding  which  still  exist. 
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Increasing  attention  is  novj  being  paid  to  the  prevention  of 
mental,  illness,  it  having  been  recognised  that  the  psycho¬ 
neuroses  such  as  hysteria.,  sex  perversions,  anxiety  states, 
obsessions,  depression  and  many  behaviour  disorders  are 
traceable  in  their  origin  to  abnormal  conditions  in  the  early 
years  of  life#  If  such  conditions  can  be  detected,  and  vjhen 
detected  dealt  vjith,  then  the  future  is  more  hopeful  for  at 
least  a  proportion  of  the  community.  In  this  connection, 
the  health  visitors,  child  vjelfare  and  child  guidance  clinics 
have  an  increasingly  important  part  to  play. 

Yfhilst  the  outlook  for  mental  illness  is  more  hopeful, 
that  for  the  mental  defectives  must  remain  obscure  luntil  yjo 
kno'w  more  about  the  reasons  vjhy  children  are  born  so  gravely 
handicapped.  As  yet  v\ie  knoiAj  very  little.  In  many  oases  the 
defectiveness  is  recognised  in  the  early  months  or  years.  In 
others  it  b eg oip-es  .apparent  by  the  childrens’  inability  to 
benefit  from  education  at  an  ordinary  school  or  special  school. 
In  a  few  cases  .elderly  defectives  are  notified  when  through 
ill  health  or  old  age,  relatives  are  unable  to  continue  to  care 
for  them. 

During  the  year  1955,  6  mental  defectives  were 
ascertained  and  notified  to  the  Authority.  4  of  whom-  were  under 
sixteen.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  61  defectives 
resident  in  the  Division,  of  whom  13  vjere  under  sixteen.  48  had 
been  placed  under  Statutory.  Supervision,  13  were  under  Voluntary 
Supervision,  and  1  was  on  licence  from  an  institution.  In 
addition,  64  defectives  whose  homo  addresses  are  in  the  Division 
wore  receiving  institutional  care  elsewhere. 

The  Mental  Health  Sociol  Worker  visits  defectives  in 
Divisions  1  and  2  who  ar.e  looked  after  by  par.ents  .or  relo.tives, 
and  who  may  be  working  under  supervision  in  certo.in  occupoct ions. 
Her  advice  and  assistance  are  often  required  to  deal  with 
difficulties  v^hich  arise.  She  also  submits  reports  to  mental 
hospitals  in  respect  of  applico±ions  for  licence,  holiday 
leave  etc. 

Menta.1  defectives  who  com  benefit  by  oc  cup  optional 
therapy  ond  training  receive  this  from  a  Hom„e  Teacher  at  the 
Group  Training  Centre  in  Skipton  on  three  days  each  week. 

On  the  other  days  the  teacher  visits  the  homes  of  those  who 
cojinot  travel. 
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There  are  6  children  on  the  register  of  the  centre, 

taught  (•within  their  limitations),  colours,  nurabers, 
raffia  work,  simple  money  values,  clay  modelling,  painting, 
drawing,  knitting  and  embroidery.  They  learn  to  sing  and  play 
together,  and  in  general  obtain  training  and  companionship 
vjhich  they  would  otherwise  miss.  Equally  important,  their 
parents  are  relieved  of  the  constant  strain  of  oaring  for  them 
for  a  proportion  of  each  week#  A  dinner  is  provided  through 
the  School  Meals  Service,  and  travel  warrants  for  the 
defectives  and  their  escorts. 

10.  VACCINATION  AM)  IMCTISATIQNi 

Since  1940  eleven  and  a  half  million  children  have  been 
immunised  against  diphtheria  and  the  incidence  has. fallen  from 
a  yearly  average  of:  58,000  cases  with  2,800  deaths  in  the  years 
1930-39,  to  167 .  cases- with  9  deaths  in  1954,  These  are 
remarkable  facts,  evidence  of  the  vast  amount  of  work  done  by 
doctors  in  the  public  health  service  and  general  practice,  but 
they  must  not  be  taken  to  imply  that  this  work  is  finished,  A 
generation  of  parents  is  growing  up  that  does  not  know,  and, 
therefore,  does  not  fear  this  disease*  To  them,  poliomyelitis, 
whooping  cough  and  measles  have  become  more  important,  and  this 
is  understandable*  They  do  not  appreciate  that  diphtheria  could 
return  in  its  old. killing  epidemic  form,  and  may  well  do  so 
unless  the  immunisation  rate  (both  national  and  local)  is 
increased.  It  is  too  low,  and  it  is  indeed  a  sad  comment  that 
a  disease  which  could  be  eliminated  still  exists  because  all 
parents  of  young  children  are  not  convinced  that  they  have  a, real 
responsibility  for  making  use  of  the  free  immunisation  service* 

The  position  in  regard  to  vaccination  for  the  protection  of 
children  against  smallpox  is  also  unsatisfactory,  despite  recent 
outbreaks  which  have  shovm  how  easily  this  disease  can  be 
introduced  into  Britain  through  developments  in  travel  by  air* 

The  aim. should  be  to  vaccinate  every  healthy  baby,  facilities, 
for  which  are  provided  by  every  family  doctor  and  welfare  clinic, 
again  free  of  charge.  At  present  less  than  one  third  are  being 
V  s*  ccinated. 

Immunisation  against  whooping  cough  can  be  provided  by  three 
injections  at  monthly  intervals  starting  about  the  fourth  month 
of  life.  This  gives  a  high  degree  of  immunity  even  it  is  falls 
short  of  complete  protection.  Yfhooping  cough  is  a  disease  which  is 
often  distressing,  can  leave  permanent  lung  damage,  and  con  be 
fatal.  No  baby  should  be  subjected  to.  these  risks  for  the  sake  of 
three  small  injections,  but  many  are  still  permitted  to  do  so. 
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During  the  year  much  publicity  has  been  given  to  immunisation 
against  poliomyelitis.  Preliminary  reports  from  the  U.S.A.  show 
that  the  results  obtained  by  using  the  Salk  vaccine  are  encouraging. 
Favourable  reports  are  also  available  from  Canada  and  Denmark 
where  large  numbers  of  children  between  the  ages  of  5  and  12  years 
have  been  vaccinated.  Two  vaccines  are  now  being  produced  in 
this  country  and  although  their  use  has  been  suspended  since 
adverse  reports  were  received -on  vaccine  manufactured  by  the 
Cutter  laboratories  in  America,  it  is  hoped*  that  before  long 
we  shall  have  a  safe  and  effective  vaccine  available. 

(Note  -  Since  this  report  was  written  the  Ministry  of  Health  has 
announced  that  limited  supplies  of  vaccine  will  be  available  in 
1956). 


B.C.G.  vaccination  for  protection  against  tuberculosis  was 
referred  to  earlier  in  this  report  in  Section  C.  Further  reference 
will  be  found  under  the  ’^School  Health  Service’*. 

STATISTICS; 

(a)  Number  of  persons  vaccinated  (or  re- vaccinated)  during 
period:-  '  ’ 


1* 

Age  at 
dat  e  of 
vacc  inat  ion 

Under 

1 

Year 

1 

Year  ' 

2 

to  4 
Years 

5 

to  14 
Years 

15 

yrs.  or 

over 

Total 

Number 

vaccinated 

301 

19 

8 

5 

44 

377 

Number 

Re-vaccinated 

- 

mm 

- 

6 

76 

82 

,  (b)  Number  of  children  who  completed  a  full  course  of 

primary  immunisation  against  diphtheria  during  the  year: 


Age  at  date 

of  final 

inject-aon 

Under  5. 

5  to  14 

Total 

700 

153 

853 

(o)  Number  of  children  who  were  given  a  secondary  or 
reinforcing  injection  (i.e.  subsequent  to  complete  full  course)' 
during  the  year  ...  753. 
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11  >  HEALTH  EDUCiiTIQNi 

A  concern  for  health  rather  than  ill  health  is  a  seemingly 
difficnlt  thing  for  a  health  service  to  achieve  and  most  people 
still  believe  that  the  health  of  the  country  depends  largely  upon 
the  adequacy  of  the  medical  services  and  especially  the  hospitals. 
This  is  quite  erroneous,  for  the  curative  services  have  contributed 
relatively  little  to  the  falling  mortality  and  morbidity  of. the  ’ 
last  hundred  years,  ‘which  have  been  due  largely  to  improved  living 
conditions  -  i.e.  housing,  water,  food  and  sanitation* 

The  point  has  now  been  reached  when  more  and  better  health 
services  will  not  in  themselves  produce  any  improvement  in  the 
health  of  the  people. ,  Ylha-t:  is  required  is  more  and  more  health 
education,  to  teach  people  the  way  to  better  health  with  emphasis 
on  the  responsibility  of  the  individual.  Local  health'  authorities 
and  local  authorities  have  special  powers  in  .this  field  but  few 
have  a  staff  of  sufficient  si2;e  to  utilise  then,  or  employ 
officers  specially  appointed  for  the  task.  For  the  present,  the 
health  visitors,  nurses,  midwives,  sanitary  inspectors,  school 
teachers,  doctors  and  others  do  what  they  can  in  their  own  spheres 
of  activity.  But  this  enormous  problem  of  healthy  living  is 
only  receiving  a  fraction  of  the  attention  it  needs  if  the 
nation* s  bill  for  ill  health  and  preventable  disease  is  to  be 
reduced. 

12.  CHILDREN  NEGLECTED  OR  ILL  TREATED? 

A  recent  publication  on  the  prevention  of  cruelty  to 
children  states  that  there  has  been  a  very  substantial  improvement 
in  three  main  directions;  a  striking  fall  in  the  number  of 
prosecutions  for  neglect,  and  cruelty;  a  big  reduction  in  the 
drunkeness  that  used  to  be  a  heavy  contributor  to  these  things; 
and  a  reduction  in  the  incidence  of  malnutrition,  undoubtedly 
due  in  part  to  school, milk  and.  meals.  But  if  the  definition  is 
accepted  that  ’*any  child  who  is  frequently  unhappy  is  the  victim 
of  cruelty”,  then  there  is  obviously  a  great  deal  left' to  do. 
Improvidence,  absence  of  moral  values,  irresponsible  fathers, 
drink,  moral  dangers,  mental  deficiency  amongst  parents  or 
children  (or  both),  haphazard  marriages,  working  mothers,  fathers 
who  contribute  an  inadequate  proportion  of  their  earnings  to  the 
upkeep  of  the  home  -  all  these  still  exist. 

They  are  discussed  eit  the  conferences  vjhich  the  Divisional 
Medical  Officer  arranges  periodically  to-  co-ordinate  the 
activities  of  those  who  have  an  interest  in  the  welfare,  education, 
and  housing  of  the  families  exhibiting  these  characteristics. 
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Fortunately  they  are  not  numerous  in  this  Division,  but  their 
rehabilitation  is  difficult  ■without  the  assistance  of  a  special 
social  ■worker  or  Family  Service  Unit  to  v\Jork  in  their  homes, 
although  the  servites  of  the  local  inspector  or  the  N.S.P,C*C. 
are  available  and  appreciated* 

t 

13.  CARE  MD  AFTER  CARE: 

The  home  nurses  have  supplied  sick  room  requisites  - 
i.e.  air-rings,  rubber  sheets,  bed  pans  and  bed  rests  from 
their  stocks.  And  larger  items  in  the  form  of  "wheel  chairs, 
spinal  carriages  and  special  beds  have  again  been  supplied 
through  the  Divisional  Health  Office*  Recuperative  Home 
Treatment  v/as  arranged  for  11  individuals  on  their  doctor^  s 
recommendation,  and  several  children  "were  admitted  to 
convalescent  homes. 


The  supply  of  extra  milk  to  48  oases  of  tuberculosis 
■was  arrai^ged  on  the  advice  of  the  Chest  Physician,  and  home 
helps  and  home  nurses  have  been  supplied  at  the  request  of 
almoners  follov/ing  the  discharge  of  patients  from  hospital. 


Many  old  people  have  received  a  good  deal  of  attention, 
from  the  home  nurses  intermittently,  and  from  the  home  helps* 
Assistance  from  the  latter  for  perhaps  only  a  fe'w  hours  each 
vjeek  has  often  been  sufficient  for  them  to  keep  .their  homes, 
in  order  and  maintain  that  feeling  of  independence  ■which  is 
so  important  to  them* 


Reference  has  been  made  in  previous  reports  to  our  ageing 
population  and  the  increasing  demands  vlhich  it  is  making  on  the 
Welfare  State.  These  must  be  met.  They  are  not  solely  measured 
in  terms  of  money,  and  much  excellent  •work  is  being  done  by 
voluntary  organisations  in  providing  clubs,  meals-on-wheels, 
chiropdy,  visitation,  boarding  out  arrangements,  and  dwellings 
sui’bably  converted  and  located*  In  one  county  the  Women ^  s 
Institutes  have  taken  a  particular  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
old  people  in  rural  districts  and  have  recruited  Institute' 
members  in  each  village  to  act  as  old  people^  s.  ’’friend”. 

And  the  National  Assistance  Board  officers  visit  periodically 
over  a  million  people  who  are  receiving  supplementary 
retirement  pensions.  Despite  all  this  good  work  there  are  many 
old  people  who  are  frail,  lonely  and  in  poor  physical  state 
for  one  reason  or  another.  For  such,  the  development  of  a 
visiting  .service  ca.pable  of  visiting  about  once  a  week  every 
old  .person  living  alone  and  who  might  be  in  need  of  help  is  a 
praiseworthy  objective. 
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14.  MBUL;iNCE  SERVICE; 

There  has  been  no  alteration  in  the  ambulanoe 
arrangements  during  the  year.  They  are  as  folloi/vs:- 
the  Barnoldsi'V iok  depot  serves  Y^est  Craven^  the  Keighley 
depot  serves  Silsden  and  adjacent  parishes  in  South  Craven; 
Addingham  and  Beamsley  are  dealt  “with  by  the  Guiseley  depot. 
The  rest  of  the  Division  is  catered  for  by  the  Skipton  depot 
■with  the  exception  of  Upper  Yfharfedale,  ‘which  is  dealt  with 
by  the  St.  John’s  iimbulance  Brigade  operating  under  agency 
arrangements  from  Grassingtono 

STiiTISTICS;  I955 


Mileage  covered:  149,968 

Patients  carried:  16,915 

15.  SCHOOL  HEt"iLTH  SERVICE: 

The  basic  programme  of  this  service  consists  of  the 
examination  of  every  school  child  in  the  Division  on  three 
occasions  during  his  or  her  school  life,  aJong  with  the  more 
frequent  examination  of  the  handicapped  pupils  and  special  cases. 
For  some  time  the  Ministry  of  Education  has  been  advocating 
more  frequent  routine  examina.tions,  but  not  until  this  year 
has  sufficient  staff  been  available  to  do  this.  However, 
a  start  has  now  been  made  on  the  routine  examination  of  the 
7  to  8  year  olds.  The  routine  testing  of  colour  vision  was 
also  started,  using  Isihara’s  test.  The  colour  blind  woman 
is  comparatively  rare,  but.  about  8  per  cent  of  the  male 
population  have  some  defect  of  colour  vision,  most  often  a 
difficulty  in  distinguishing  differences  between  red,  green 
and  yellow  which  are  obvious  to  normal  people*  Their 
difficulty  is  not  in  seeing  these  colours  but  in  telling  which 
is  which.  Such  persons  may  experience  disappointment  if  their 
defect  is  not  discovered  before  they  choose  a  career,  and  they 
may  be  incomjretent  or  even  dangerous  in  certain  occupations# 

B.C.G.  vaccination  has  again  been  offered  to  all 
children  in  the  thirteen  year  old  group,  the  purpose  of  which 
is  to  provide  children  with  an  artificial  immunity  who  are 
shov/n  to  bo  susceptible  to  tuberculosis  on  skin  testing* 

The  tuberculin  testing  of,;school  entrants  has  been  continued 
as  a  means  of  finding  hitherto  undetected  cases  of  tuberculosis 
amongst  their,  contacts.  In  children  of  that  age  contacts  are 
rarely  numerous,  and  it  is  considered  worth  while  arranging 
for  their  examination  and  Xray  when  a  positive  reactor  has  been 
found  by  tuberculin  jelly  test. 
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The  aim  of  both  these  procedures  is  to  help  reduce  the  incidence 
of  tuberculosis  in  the  community. 

Information  has  been  provided  for  the  guidance  of  the  Youth 
Employment  Officer  as  heretofore^ 

TiiBLE  1 


(a)  Periodic  Medical  Inspections; 

Number  of  inspections  in  the  prescribed  groups 


Entrants  •  794 
7  to  8  year  group  ■  415 
Last  year  primary  726 
First  year  secondary  137 
Last  year  second. ary  575 


Total  2,447 


■ (b)  Other  Inspections; 

Number  of  special  inspections  1,321 

Number  of  re- inspections  39 

Total  1,360 


(c)  Pupils  found  to  require  treatment: 


Group  ( 

■ 

ir  . 

Dof ootive 
Vision 
excl«  squint ) 

For  any  of 
other  cond¬ 
itions  re¬ 
corded  in 
Table  11* 

- : 

Total 

Indiv¬ 

idual 

pupils 

Entrants 

23 

117 

124  = 

7  to  8  year  group 

26 

30 

52 

Last  year  primary 

52 

89 

134 

First  year  secondary 

11 

25 

32 

Last  year  secondary 

45 

44 

80 

Total 

157 

305 

422 

24o 


(d)  CL^SIFICATION  OF  ALL  PUPILS  GIVEN  A  ROUTINE 

E'XAMINAIION  ' 


Number 
of  pupils 
inspected 

A  (Good) 

B 

(Fair) 

C  (Poor) 

Age  Groups 

No. 

%  of 
Colo  2o 

Noo 

%  of 
Colo  2o 

No* 

of 

C0la2o 

Entrants 

794 

563 

69„65^ 

224 

28,21^ 

17 

2a4^ 

7  to  8 
year  group 

415 

271 

65o3  % 

ir 

139 

33  0  5  % 

5 

Ic  2  ^ 

La.st  year 
primary 

726 

509 

7o.a  /b 

205 

28  0  2  '^Q. 

12 

lo7 

First  year 
seoondarv 

t/ 

137 

91 

66,-'  i 

45 

31^4  $ 

3 

2o  2  ^ 

Last  year 
secondary 

575 

279 

74  a  4 

■  87 

23 » 2  f, 

0 

IL/ 

2o4  io 

Total 

1 

i 

25447 

i 

i 

( 

1,703 

69 0 6  ^ 

698 

28 0 5  ‘fr 

■  46 

1 0  9  ^0 

1 

TABLE  11 


(e)  RETURN  OF  DEFECTS  FOUl'ID  BY  MEDICAL  INSPECTION  IN 

»  r  ....  _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ w»»-.a-j»-atr->rj—^iu.j 

YEAR  ENDED  31. 12 o  5b 


A]J-  defects  noted  at  medioal  inspeoticn  as  requiring 
treatment  are  included  in  this  return.,-  i^hether  or  not  this 
trsatjnenb  "was  begun  before  'cno  dace-  oi  the  in3pection6 
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1 

, 

1 

Defect  or  Disease 

: 

- - -  - 

Periodic  Inspections  , 

No»  of  Defects 

Special  Inspections 
No.  of  defects 

Requiring  i 
treatment 

Requiring 
observation 
but  not 
treatment 

Requiring 

treatment 

Requiring 
observation 
but  not 
treatment 

Ski- 

33 

22 

3 

20 

Eyes: (a)  Vision 

157 

158 

27 

72 

■  ,  (b)  Squint 

16 

23 

3 

15 

(c)  Other 

10 

1 

3 

4 

Ears: (a)  Hearing 

7 

7 

2 

4 

(b)  Otitis  Media 

5 

13 

7 

( c )  -Other 

5 

11 

1 

6 

Nose  or  Throat 

45 

154 

19 

112 

Speech 

21 

11 

14 

13 

Cervical  Glands 

5 

24 

- 

10 

Heart  &  Circulation 

2 

37 

1 

67 

Lungs 

7 

83 

5 

93 

Developmental: 

(a)  Hernia 

2 

5 

1 

3 

(b)  Other 

7 

70 

4 

41 

Orthopaedic  s 

(a)  Posture 

17 

62 

2 

29 

(b)  Flat  Feet 

68 

35 

16 

51 

(c)  Other 

13 

30 

2 

33 

Nervous  System: 

(a)  Epilepsy 

7 

1 

4 

(b)  Other 

- 

4 

4 

Psychological: 

(a)  Development 

7 

32 

(b)  Stability 

3 

35 

1 

23 

Other 

19 

14 

2 

22 

1 

f 

26 


(f)  B^.G.  VACCINATION  OP  SCHOOL  CHILDREN; 


Number  offered  BcC^G,  vaocination  754 
Number  accept ing  B.C^Go  432 
^ Number  Mantou^c  negative  297 
■Number  given  B.C^G„  297 


(g)  CLINIC  ARRANGEIViENTS; 

School  clinics  are  held  in  Skipton^  Silsden  and 
BamoldsiA/ick  Twhere  children  requiring  observation  can  be  seen 
regularly  and  given  appropriate  advice  and  treatment# 

Orthopaedic n  and  Ear,,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinics  are  held  at 
Skipton  Hospital  by  consultants  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board# 
The  Board  also  provides  an  ophthalmologist  for  the  examination 
of  children  lAiith  defects  of-  vision  and  the  prescription  of 
spectacles «  His  clinics  are  held  in  Skipton  and  Barholdswick, 
as  are  the  speech  therapy  clinics »  Finally^  a  child  guidance 
clinic  for  children  showing  behaviour  problems  and  maladjustment 
is  held-  in  Skipton^  the  conduct  of  vjhioh  is  now  in  the  hands  of 
a  consultant  psychiatrist.  Dr»  Burbury# 


(h)  HANDICAPPED  PUPILS; 


Although  the  emphasis  today  is  on  drawing  as  little 
difference  as  possible  between  the  handicapped  child  and  the 
normal  child^  there  are  pupils  who,  owing  to  some  mental  pr 
physical  disability require  special  educational  treatment* 
Between  1945  and  1954.  256  new  special  schools  with  18,000  new 
places  have  been  established  in  the  country,  but  there  are 
still  considerable  waiting  listso  The  children  in  this  Division 
requiring  special  education  are  as  follows;- 


Blind 


00«  OOO  60®  ®®0 


Partially  Sighted  » « 
Deaf  OOO  t> 
Partiallv  h'eaf 

t/ 

Maladjusted 
Del  icate 


o  o 


o  o  c 

O  Q  c 


OOO 
«  0  0 

oca 

c  o  c 


O  0  « 

O  Or  « 

0  9  0 

OOO 

o  « 


Phys ically  handicapped  « ®  o 
Educationally  subnormal^ « « 


OOO 

OOO 

o  o  e 

OOO 

OOO 

OOO 

OOO 

OOO 


3 

3 

3 

1 

3  ' 
10  ^ 
18 
27 


Total 


68 
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Of  these  68  ohildren,  some  are  in  ordinary  schools,  some  in 
hospital  oohools,  and  a  few  are  being  taught  at  home*  Those 
attending  special  residential  schools  ares- 


Schools  for  the  Blind  ,,, 
Schools  for  the  Partially  Sighted  ... 
Schools  for  the  Deaf  •••  ... 
Schools  for  the  Partially  Deaf  ... 
Schools  for  the  Maladjustedc o •  •••  ••• 
Schools  for  the  Delicate  .c* 

Schools  for  Physically  Handicapped  q.o 
Schools  for  Educationally  Subnormal  ... 


•  • 
« • 
•  • 

•  • 

0  • 
•  • 
•  • 

•  • 


2 

2 

3 
1 
2 

4 
2 
7 


There  is  a  residential  special  school  within  the  Division  at 
Nether side  Hall^  near  Grassington,  which  provides  accommodation 
for  40  senior  boyso  Many  of  them  are  sufferers  from  asthma  and 
chest  diseases;  otherc  from  a  variety  of  conditions  for  which 
residence  at  an  open-air  school  has  been  prescribed.  Supervision 
is -provided  by  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer  and  his  staff. 


(i)  PUPILS  UMDER  OBSERVAIIOM; 

In  addition  to  the  pupils  classified  as  handicapped  under 
the  Education  Act,  1944,  54  children  Y\/ith  defects  of  a  less 

serious  or  temporary  character  were  under  special  observation  by 
the  medical,  officer  and  school  nurses  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

(j)  aiPLOYMEHT  OF  CHILDRM» 

'■  '  .The  County  Council  has  byelavjs  regulating  the  employment 
of  children  of  compulsory -school  age,  which  require  the  children 
-to  be  examined  by  -a  School  Medical  Officer  within  two  weeks  of 
the  date  employment-  beg  ins  o  During  the  year  36  children  were 
examined  to  ensure  that  employment  would  not  be  prejudicial  to 
healtho 


(k)  CLEAMLIMESS; 

Examination  of  children’s  hoads  for  infestation  with 
vermin  is  undertaken  by  the  school  nurses o  During  the  year 
19,886  examinations  were  made  and  149  children  found  to  require 
treatmento  In  many  ..oases  this  is  a  chance  infestation  which 
does  not  recur,  but  vjhere  there  is  evidence  of  lack  of  care  or 
neglect,  treatment  is  undertaker,  in  co-operation  with  the  parents 
and  teachers. 


(1)  DENTAL  SERVICE: 
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The  following  statistics  have  been  provided  by  Mr,  O.A, 
Long,  Senior  Dental  Officer*  For  the  first  half  of  the  year 
treatnent  was  on  a  reduced  scale  in  consequence  of  Mr#  Ellwood^s 
absence',  in  America  on  studyleave. 


Number  of  children  inspected  ^  2,442 

Number  of  children  found  to  require  treatment  1;^,986. 

! 

Number  of  children  offered  treatment  1,699 

Number  of  children  treated  1,359 

Number  of  attendances  2  498 

Number  of  extractions: 

(a)  temporary  1,266 

( b )  p  ermanent  255 

Number  of  general  anaesthetics  19 


Number  of  fillings: 

(a)  temporary  454 

(b)  permanent  1,417 

Number  of  other  treatments; 

(a)  temporary  189 

(b)  permanent  899 


16.  WELFARE  FOODS  SCHEME; 

The  distribution  of  National  Dried  Milk,  Orange  Juice, 

Cod  Liver  Oil,  and  Vitamin  A  and  D  Tablets  was  transferred  from 
the  Ministry  of  Food  in  June,  1954,  and  distribution  centres 
are  established  in  Skipton,  Silsden,  Steeton,  Crosshills,  Earby, 
Barnoldswick,  Gargrave  and  Grass ingtono  In  addition,  cod  liver  oil 
and  orange  juice  are  dispensed  by  volimtary  agencies  in 
Appletrewick,  Linton,  Addingham,  Sutton,  Farnhill,  Cowling, 

West  Marton,  Lothersdale  and  Kettlewell*  During  the  year  the 
following  quantities  were  distributed: - 


National  Dried  Milk 
Orange  Juice 
Cod  Liver  Oil 
Vitamin  Tablets 


21,120  tins 
38,267  bottles 
6,972  bottles 
2,631  packets 


29 


In  some  parts  of  the  country  there  has  been  a  doi-’yn’ward  trend  in 
the  distribution  of  Welfare  Foods,  believed  to  be  due  to  the 
continuing  improvement  in  the  general  diet  and  standard  of  living, 
and  the  fact  that  coupons  for  liquid  and  national  dried  milk  are 
nov?  interchangeable.  In  this  Division  there  has  been  a  fall  in 
dried. milk  issues  but  not  of  the  other  commodities# 

17.  MEDICO  EXAI^nNAlIQNSi 

Particulars  of  medical  ezaminations  carried  out  by  the 
Divisional  Medical  Staff  during  the  years- 


Entry  to  County  Superannuation  Scheme 
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Teachers  and  entrants  to  Training  Colleges 
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Fatness  for  'work 


7 


In  addition  certain  examinations  'were  carried  out  under  the 
Children  Act,  1948,  and  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts# 


